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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—BRITISH PURCHASES
OF AUSTRALIAN PRODUCE,

Ezport Lambs.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Hos any agreement heen entered
into between the British and Commonwealth
Governments for the purchase of export
lambs? 2, If so, what arve the terms of
such agreement in respect to— {a) price to
be paid to the grower; (b) payment to the
exporting company, and for what services
surh pavmenf is made: (¢} payment to all
agents by way of commission, ete. 3, If no
agreement has been completed, under what
ennditions are export lambs being rececived
now and to what charges are they subject?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, The State representative of the Common-
wealth Meat Board advised to-day that the
agreement is nof vet finalised. 2, See
answer to No. (1). 3, Receiving and treat-
ment for export is being carried on in the
usual way. Works charges are one pennv
per pound, for which lambs are slaughtered,
graded, frozen, wrapped, and placed f.o.b,
the steamer. Twentv-eight davs’ free stor-
aze i5 also ineluded. All meat is being
taken ¢ver by the Food Committee acting on
behalf of the British Government on
arrival in the United Kingdom. There is
at prezent no definite knowledge of prices.
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Wonl.
Mr. SEWARD uazked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Has the Government a eopy of

the agreement recently entered into between
the British and Commonwealth Governments
tor the purchase of the Australian wool
elip! 2, If so, is it his intention to lay
such agreement on the Table of the ITouse?
3, In the event of question No. 1 being
answered in the negative, will he obtain a
copv of the agreement as soon as possible
and lay it on the Table of the House

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. Such information is not even in the
hands of the loeally appointed Common-
wealth Wool Committee. 2, See answer No.
(1). 3, The whole question is a Common-
wealth one and the availability of the in-
formation will rest with the Commonwealth
authorities.

QUESTION—STATE QUARRIES,

Complaints about Frplovions, and Loss on
Operating.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Works: Tn view of the continned and, this
vear, considerably increased loss by the Gov-
cenment Quarries at Bowa, added to the
arave objections which persist at Darling-
ton because of the blasting and other opera-
tions of this nerve-racking and house-
destroving enterprise, is he prepared to in-
vestigate arrangements recently made by
the Perth City Council and on the same
basis give consideration to the purchase of
stone for Government use from privately-
owned quarries, viz.—The rate to be such as
is now charged the Works Department by
the Government Quarries at Boya less 2s.
per ton.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
No.

QUESTION—-RAILWAYS.

Coal Imports and Prices.

Mr. WILSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, How much coal was imported
from New South Wales for the Railway
Department for the vears ended Septem-
ber, 1938 and 19392 2 TWhich eollieries
supplied the eoal and what prices per ton
were paid to each colliery for sueh coal?
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS ve-
plied: 1 and 2, Year ended 30th Scptem-
ber, 19356—

Per Price
Tons, ton. ship's slings.
s, d.
Large coal .. 12204 37 6  Fremantle
Large coal .. 2,073 40 6 Geraldton
Small coal .. 5,033 34 ¢ Fremantle

Year ended 301h Septomber, 1939—
Luairge coal .. 9,022 40 3 Fremantle

Large vonl .. 2,008 43 3 Geraldton
Large coal .. 502 30 3 ITsperance
Bmall ¢eal .. 35,310 37 3 TFremantle
Stanford Main, Richmond Main, Pelaw
Main and Abermain Collieries were con-

eerned in all shipments  at equal priees.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURE,
Crop Inswrance.

Mr. BERRY asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Ts the Agvicultural Bank receiv-
ing ecommiszion on erop insurances coffectoed
with  Harvey  Trinder  {Australasia},
Limited? Tf so, what is the pereentage and
on what rates? 2, What rates for fire and
hail erop insurance is Iarvey Trinder
(Aunst.}, Limited, eharging clients of the
Agricattural Bank who insure through the
Bank?

The MINISTER FOR TANDS replied:
1, Yes. 19 per cent. 33s. 6d. fire and hail
A, elasg distriets; 44s, five and hail B. class
districls. 2, Rates as ahove,

QUESTION—DRAINAGE.
Butler's Swamp.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1. Tz the removal of trees from
Batler's SBwamp a work on which he eonld
recommend the absorption of men on re-
lief? 2. Has the Town Planning Commis-
sioner made any reeommondations to the
Government regarding the partial draining
of this swamp?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS e
plied: 1, If snbmitted by the local auth-
orities concerned on a wo-opevative basis,
the matter will he considored. 2, No.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1. Tneome Tax Assessment Act Amend-
ment,
2, Income Tax {Rates for Deduction).
Introduced hy the Premier.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MOTION—GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,
PRECEDENCE.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willecock—
Gevaldton) [4.38]: 1 move—

That on Wednesduy, the st November, and
cach  alternate Wednesday thercafter, Gov-
ernment business shall tnke preeedenee of all
motions and Orders of the Day on Wednes-
doys as on all other davs.

This is the usnal motion introduced at about
this stage of the session, In some previous
sessions we delayed moving the motion and
ent out private members’ husiness alto-
gether after a certain date, but on this
ogension we propose fo follow the pro-
cedure of the last two years and give Gov-
ernment business precedence over private
members’ business on alternate Wednesdays.
As members, know, T have been requested
to attend a meeting of the Loan Couneil to
be held in Canberra a forinight from tomor-
row, and I shall have to leave Perth on
Saturday week. I am desivous of first intro-
dueing various finaneial Bills, partieularly
the taxation measures and alse the Loan
Estimates, so that during my absence the
House may consider its attitude to those
matters and be prepared to deal with them
immediately on my return. We do not de-
sirc to ent out private members’ business
altogether, but in order to get business to
the Council, we¢ propose to give Govern-
ment business precedence on alternate Wed-
nesdays for the time being.

The Government does net intend to intro-
duce mmch more legislation. I think it un-
desirable that we should have much in the
way of contentious legislation brought bhe-
fore Parliament at the present juncture of
foreign relations, hut we have necessarily
to introduce certain Bills. Most of the
measores to be brought down will be in the
naturz of ordinary husiness such as meas-
ues for reserves and road closure, provision
for the revoeation of forest aveas and sim-
ilar measures which are usnally introduced
towards the end of the session. The Gov-
ernment will be compelled to introduce an
amendment of the Superannuation Act in
order {o meet certain diffienlties which have
been brought to light, and which can only
he overcome by vevision of the Aet. They
were not foreseen when the measure was
introdueced. There will not be a great deal
more of important legisintion. The Minis-
ter for Lands will introduce a Bill dealing
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with reserves, having in view the erection
of publie buildings in an area which the
measure will define,  There will alzo be
two or three consequential Bills affecting
the ordinary administration of departments,
but the major portion of the important busi-
ness of the session will have been intro-
duced by the end of next week. The Gov-
ernment desires to get its business sent for-
ward to the Legislative Couneil, so that that
Chamber may have adequate time for its
consideration. Therefore the motion is
moved. 1 reiterate the assurance always
given {6 members in this connection that
there shall be copportunities for full con-
sideration of private members’ business al-
ready introduced. If there is anything fur-
ther that is urgent or important, and which
private members feel should be brought be-

fore Parliament, opportunities to discuss it,

will be afforded. Endeavours will also be
made to forward private members’ legisla-
tion to the Legislative Council expediti-
ously.

I believe there will be no hesitation on
the part of hon. members in agrecing to
the motion. I repeat that I am anxious fe
afford ample opportunities for discussion
of all private members’ Dbusiness on the
notice paper. Good progress has been made
with both Government business and private
members® business alrecady before the
House, and T think it will not be neeessary
for Parliament to sit vight up to Chrisimas,
With reasonable expedition we¢ should he
able to cloze at the end of November.

My, Marshall: Jf there was not so much
time wasted in the House, we would not
have to sit so late in the year.

The PREMIER : Perhaps the fact of the
hon. member being in the Chair, where he
direets the Chamber in the proper manner
instead of giving expression to opinions
whieh scmetimes by their repetition weary
the House—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Premier
must not reflect on the hon. member.

The PREMIER : There are some loquaci-
ous members who take up a good deal of
time. During this session, however, we have
all sincerely desired to give proper and ex-
peditions consideration to hbusiness. It is
not advisable to have much controversial
legislation. TUnder present conditions, if
the Honse is prepared to sit on and deal
with business, the Government will not he
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desirous of keeping members longer than is
absolutely necessary.

Perhaps in these highly eritical times it
would be desirable, instead of proroguing
Parliament as is usual, merely to adjourn
when the business has been completed, leav-
ing the House open to be called together
promptly when especially uwigent questions
arise. Therefore I wounld suggest leaving
the House to stand adjourned instead of
proroguing it. Then the machine will be
ready to deal with any urgent questions,
instead of our having first to go through
the formalities of calling members together
for a new session.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.46]: I
offer no objection to the motion, heing quite
prepared to accept the Premier’s assurance
that tull opportunity will be given For the
discussion of all private members’ business,
and to transmit their legislation to another
place in sufficient time for it to be consid-
ered there. I am glad to hear the Premier
say he is desirous of avoiding a prorogation
of Parliament. That is a sound view to
take, because oeeasion may arise to call Par-
liament together at short notice, and there
would be considerable delay if it had been
prorogued.

The notice paper is still very full of Gov-
ernment Bills. Personally T think it would
not matter at all if: no further Bills were
introduced. The country could do very well
without them. T do not know how the pub-
lic keeps in touch with all the legislation
that is passed. In fact, there is far too
much legislation, and also, I am sorry to
say, too much administration. No doubt
some Bills of which Ministers have given
notice should be considered, but I hope that
any measures likely to be presented will be
hrought down ag early as possible. The Min-
ister for Industrial Development, T believe,
has on the way o measure to amend the
Bread Act though of course it may he intro-
duced in another place. That Bill is likely
te prove a hardy annual.

1 promisc the Premier that this side of
the Chamber will render every assistance to
getb legislation through the House. We have
not alwavs given Government measures our
blessing but I may claim that we have used
none but sound arguments in relation to
them. Certainly we have not delayed any
legislation during this session. On the other
hand, the Government ha: extended to this
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side every reasonable facility and consid-
eration. I hope no more Bills will be intro-
duced; we could do without the Loan Bill
this year, I suppose! We on this side of
the House will do everything possible to
expedite legislation introduced into this
House, after having first given it the fullest
possible consideration so that the public may
rest assured that it has had the wise coun-
sel of members.

HON., N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [4.51}:
Members sitting on these cross-benches do
not desive vo offer any opposition to the pro-
posal made by the Premier for the conduct
of the business of this House. Pergonally, I
am glad to hear the House is only {o stand
adjourned when the present scssion is ended;
beeause 1 believe it to be of the greafest
importance that we should he in a position
to be called Logether without any formality
to consider any developments that may take
place in the world at large. No one can fore-
east what might happen; events of the
gravest importance may arise that will re-
quire the consideration of all members. There
is one matter 1 would like to mention. Tt
deals with the position taken up by us re-
specting legislation so far brought down.
The Premicer is fully aware of the fact that,
so far as we are concerned, we have entirely
put an end to party views. We have en-
deavoured to assist the Government in the
legislation that has been lrought down in
the public interest, and we have not on any
oceasion endeavoured in the slightest respect
to embarrass the Government.

The Premier: That is 30.

Hon. N, KEENAN: We have done that
because we are convineed of the absolute
necessity to face the preseat sitnation. But
there is the relevant duty that falls on the
Governmenl noi to take advantage of the
position we¢ now oceupy.

The AMinister for Mines: We would not do
that.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I trust not, I hope
that expression of belief on my part will be
warranted by the Government’s not intro-
ducing legislation tending to strain, if not to
end, that happy state of mind. 1 am sure
that is the feeling of the whole House, but
it is desirable that it shonld he emphasised.
‘With these few remarks, I assure the Premier
that we are not averse for a moment to the
time of the House being taken up, so far as

[ASSEMBLY.)

is necessary, with Government business. We
do not intend to offer any opposition te the
proposal.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) {4.53]: I do
not intend strenuously to oppose the motion.
I do say, howaver, that I have great regard
for the rights of private members. The
Premier must be ultra-optimistie if he con-
siders that we can get throngh the business
on the notice paper by the end of November.
Mr. Speaker, from vour long experience in
Parliament, you know—as T know from my
fairly long experience—that at the end of
every session we have what are termed
“slanghfered  innocents”---Bills  introduced
not anly by private wmembors hut by the Gov-
ernment of the day—which at the last
moment arve allowed to zo by the hoard or
are decided by managers. T voice my protest
against sueh procedure, 1 know, and T am
sure cvery other member knows, that the
public is demanding that their servants give
more consideration in Parliament to the
problems of the dav. You, Sir, are twitted,
I am twitled, and every other member is
twitted, with nof earning our salaries. People
say that Parliament meets in July or in
Angust and sits till Christmas and that mem-
bers spend the remaining peried of the
year doing nothing, whereas we should be
sitting at least nine or ten inonths in the
vear. With that expression of opinion T
entirely agree. T we adopt the Premier’s
suggestion, why not go a step further and
aholish State Parliaments altogether? Why
not say, “We will have only one Parliament
for Australia”—T am opposed to that—“and
appoint nine Ministers to run the affairs of
the State™?

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the hon. member
is getting away from the motion.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Not so very much.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her must keep to the motion,

My, J. H, SMITH: If vou will permit me,
Sir, T will conneet my remarks. I helieve
we should be dealing with problems avising
ont of the present war, and not with regn-
tations. As T say, the public is demanding
that its representatives in Parliament should
spend more time in Parliament than they do
at present. It is all very well for members
representing metropolitan  constituencies;
hut when the House is not sitting, country
members are working much harder. When
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Parlinment is sitting, country members are
having a holiday.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! 1 remind the
hon. member that we are disenssing the
siption, not metropolitan wembers or coun-
try members.

Mr, d. . SMITH: The Prewier, in his
opeminge remarks, said that he desived Par-
liument to close in November.

The Premier: No.

Me. SPHAKER: I
Premier said that.

A, J. H. SMITH : The Premier did make
that statement, otherwise I would not have
referved to it.  You, Sir, know me well
encugh to be aware that I would not have
referred to the statement had the Premier
not made it. I do not propose vigorvusly
ty oppose the motion, but I de¢ not like it.
Private members have not enongh privileges
at the preseut time and I do not desire any
of those that do exist to he taken away.
Would it not be better to give private mem-
hers greater latitude to enable them to bring
all their husiness hefore the House? Even
if Parliament sat until Christmas, or after
Christmas, o harm would result. I do not
propose fo divide the House on the motion,
hecaunse T suppose T wonld not be snpported ;
but T raise my voice in protest against the
motion.

Question put and passed.

do not think the

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Doney, leave of absence
for two weeks granted fo Mr. Mann (Bev-
crley) on granrd of ill-health.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.

1, State Government Tnsurance Office Act
Amendment.
2, Tramways Purchase Act Amendment.
3. Wheat Products (Prices Fixation) Aect
Amendment.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILLS (2)—REPORTS.

1, Death Duties
ment).
2, Administration Aet Amendment.
Adopted.

(Taxing Act Amend-

BILL—LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANIES
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Couneil with amend-
ments.

1471

MOTION-—HORSE RACING AND
BETTING,
Lo [nguire by Select Commitiee.

Lebuze resumed {rom the 30th August on
the following wotion by Mr. Hughes (Bast
Perth) »—

That u scleet committee be appuinted to
inguire into the incilence, management and
control of horse-racing in all tts forms and
inte betting and other practices arising out
of and ineidental thereto and report upon the
present law thercon, the cnforrement of such
law and the advisability of any revision,
mmendment and/or codification thercof.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Wilicoek—
Geraldton) [31]: L do nol consider there
is much need for the appointment of a
seleet committee as suggested by the mo-
tion. luquiries into this subject have been
made in other States faced with similar
prablems fo our own. Investigations were
made in South Auwnstralia and in Queens-
land, and we have had the advantage of
perusing rveports aricing out of those ex-
hangtive inquiries. As Treasurer I do
not fesl ineclined to agree to the appoint-
ment of any select committees or Royal
Commissions, heeanse they cost money and
their investigations ocecupy much time.
People =ay this inquiry will not cost much
and that ingquiry wili not cost much, but
there is a Sceottish proverb with which the
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) will be
familiar, to the effect that “Many a mickle
makes a muckle”: and if we were to ap-
point monyv seleet commitiees, the aggre-
gate cost would he considerable. Sometimes,
T will admit, useful inquiries have heen
made, proving of great henefit to the House:
hui the results achieved have not heen com-
mensurale with their eost. An investiga-
tion sneh as the motion proposes would de-
velop into a lengthy inquiry, and the ex-
pense is not warranted in the cirecumsianees.
Hon. members know all ahout this subject.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
mueh.

The PREMIER: I do not helieve that
anybod+ ean know too mueh about anything,
baf zome members know more about this
subjeet than others. Tt iz one in which
every memhber of the House iz well versed,
and there is no need for prohing by a selret
enmmittee.  The Covernment gave consid-
eration to the nuestion of hefting last ses-
sion, and inirodoced a BN providing for
eontrol.  Not meetine with approval. it was

Some know too
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dropped. & Bill having the exactly oppo-
site whjecl of discouraging betting was
moved in another place, and that also did net
mecet with approval. On the vesed subject
of betting and the practicos associated with
it, the eommunity’s opinions are divided, As
the Government discovered last year, to ob-
tain a consensus of opinion mmongst the
people or their representatives in Parliament.
as to the best form of legislation would be
extremely difficult. Members will have per-
ceived from replies to questions that, as
the years go by, prosecutions for illegal
betting inerease.  People who indulge in
fhis illegal practice are mulct in greater and
greater penalties as time goes on. The Gov-
ernment does not want that, but it does desire
people to obey the law. Like thieving and
other evils— )

Mr. Raphael: There ave a lot of thieves
amongst the hookies.

The PREMIER: —this practice ean he
subdued only hy the imposition of effective
penalties.  Penalties have been inflicted by
the magistrates who control the various
courts. It is unfortunate that people will
persist in breaking the law: but as they do
so, they must be prepared to suffer the con-
sequences.  The Government has not heen
lax in endeavouring to curtail! these illegal

activitiea, There is no need for obtaining
further information by means of a select
committer, heeanze every hon. member

knows all abouni the matter. TIn introdueing
the motion the memher for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) submitted facts of which every
member was alveady aware. To appoint a
select committee would ha a waste of time
and money, and as Treasurer I do not feel
inclined to agree to the expenditure of public
fonds on an inquiry of this kind. In the
eireumstances, I oppose the motion,

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [5.7]: T do
not provose to speak at length on this
motion, but during the course of my re-
marks T shall possibly tell the Honse some
of my experiences. The member for Mur-
chison (Mr. Marshall), the member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) and other
members have delved deeply into the gnes-
tion of horse-racing, more especially as re-
eards slarting-price hetting and kindred
problems. Every member of the last As-
semhly had the matter prominently in his
mind: and a good deal of lebbving and
propaganda ocenrred in velation to the Bill

[ASSEMBLY.]

that was iutrodoced by the Minister, a Bill
which [ sitppose had (o a great extent the
biessing of memhers of the (Government.
The motion moved by the memher for East
Perth {Mr. Hughes) goes much further,
covering all ramifications of horse-racing.
I bhave hadl expericnce as an owner and
breeder of race horses, and have raced
them on the ¢onrse and leased them. T have
had experience as a punter and as g start-
ing price bettor. The only experiences I
have not had are “swinging the bag” and
deriving from horse-racing the benefits
that have been secured by others. I speak
with a knowledge of the game from A to Z.

I am disappointed that the Government
has not introduced legislation to deal with
this old problem. As a result of having
read the debates in “Hansard” and news-
paper reports of what happened in the
1938 session, [ thought tbat one of the
first duties of whatever Government was
refurned to office would be to submit a Bill
dealing with all phases of horse-racing.
But what do we find? This Government,
and preceding Governments for many
vears, have closed their eves to what has
heen trunspiring. AMembers of this House
know that it 15 just as illegal to bet on
a racecoarse as on the street or in a start-
ing-price shop. The Government is guilty
of an illegal aet inasmuch as it is faxing
hookmakers’ tickets. The Government has
no vight to do that. I vemember when
the measare providing for that tax was
introduced. So  does the Minister for
Works, I rememher when deputations
waited upon the then Premier, Sir James
Mitchell. The legality of the question never
entered into consideration, but & tax of 3d.
was imposed on hookmakers' tickets, and
each suecessive Government has perpetu-
ated that tax, thus hreaking the law in
ovder to haild up vevenue. And the Gov-
ernment expeets other people to do its job
Even if the motion is carried I do not think
it will do mnch goad.

The Premier: No.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Evory member of
this Houre is conversant with what is hap-
pening. What is the nse of having a select
eommittee and taking voluminous evidence
from all sections of the community and
then not acting upon the committee’s re-
port? Why not introduce a Bill here to
Irgalise horse-racing and hetting?
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Mrz. Cardell-Oliver: If the Government
did that, it would not be returned to office
next time.

Mr. Raphael: We inlroduced a Bill last
session, and the Government was returned
to office.

Mr. J H. SMITH: I am afraid my
friend the member for Subiaco (Mrs. Car-
dell-Oliver) would receive a rude awaken-
ing if she went amongst the ordinary mem-
bers of the community and ascertained
their opinions regarding starting-price bet-
ting. 1f she went amongst my people and
snid she intended to endeavour to stamp
out starting-price betting, she would not
be a representative of that econstituency
much Jonger, no matter what following she
had. T did not evade this issue in my elee-
torate. I said a man in the bush was just as
much entitled to have his few shillings on a
horse as was the man who went on to a
racecourse in Perth or somewhere else. T
pointed out that in each instanee the prac-
tice was illegal. T said also, in front of
ministers of rchgion, that the drink traffie
and the drug tfraffie, which is possibly a
greater curse than starting-price hetting,
~were legalised and placed under strict eon-

tral. If that was so, T asked, why shonld
not starting-price betting he placed under
striet. control?

M. Withers: Would yon apply that to
two-up?

My, J. H. SMITH: T am one of those
individuals who ave never ashamed of the
light of day. T do not helieve that if
people want to do something they should
he forced into dark corners and little alley-
ways fo do it. That is how erime oricinafes.
The Western Australian Turf Club is
licensed by Aet of Parliament to conduct
its activities, We have heard about its Star
Chamber methods—that the Press is not
admitted to its deliberations, that it ean
refuse to grant licenses and can take away
a man’s living. T have nothing to say
against racing clubs generally. It is claimed
that the profits they make assist in improv-
ing the breed of horses. It was for that
reason that lieenses were first granted to
racing clubs. We now have proprietary
clubs, which expleit the public in every
way. They collect funds from the book-
makers, and give them the right te bet on
their courses. That is quite illegal.
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Hon. W. D). Johnson: Does that not call
for an inqury?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Will the hon. member
say that he knows nothing about horse rac-
ing and the like? Does he not know what
is going on? Of ecourse he knows all about
it, just as other members do. If we know
all about these things, why have an in-
quiry? Proprietarvy eclubs now have their
own lotalisators. They pay the Govern-
ment so much a year for that right, and take
all the fraetions that oceur in the bets that
are made. The Turf Club does the same
thing. If a horse pays 9s. 113%%d. the elub
gives ouf 9s. and keeps the 1134d. In Vie-
toria the clubs would pay 9s. Gd., and in
New South Wales they would pay 9s. 9d.
In this State the clubs put the 1114d. into
their own pockets, We all know that, so
that no ingquiry could tell us more. Some
members of Parliament say there is nothing
but corruption and bribery in the police
force. They asseri that the Commissioner
of Police could close all these betting shops.
He probably has a oo at them every five
or six weeks, and the starting-price book-
makers eomplain that this happens ton
often. The Treasurer may say it is a good
thing to he getting a revenue of £20,000 odd
from that source, that he intends to con-
tinue aceepting the money. The Commis-
sioner of Poliee, on the other hand, declares
that S.P. hefting eanses him a great deal
of worry, If the CGovernment desived to
do so. it eould close all starting-price betting
shops and put a stop to all betting in two
minutes.

The Minister for Mines: By putting a
stop to horse racing.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: By putting the Act
into foree. The authorities could go to the
Perth race-course or any proprictary conrse
and prozeeute all the bookmakers who arve
operating there. There would then be no
more horse racing.

Mr, Hughes: Thev eould not stop the
totalisator betting.

My. J. I, SMITH: That has heen legal-
ised. I am talking about the other forms
of betting. Everyone knows all about
them. An inquiry wounld serve no purpose.
If T thought it would do any good I would
support it. We all know the econditions
that apply to bhetting. What I should like
the Government to do would be to bring
down legislation this session to deal with
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the whole question. That should have been
done long age. Had such legislation been
brought down, the member for East Perth
would not have moved his motion. The
Giovernment has fallen down on its job. Pos-
sibly it thought that the public weunld for-
get all about the matter, As a fact, people
have been logking forward to the Govern-
ment bringing down a Bill of that kind.

The Minister for Mines: What kind of
legislation ?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: A Bill to put the rac-
ing business on a proper basis, to legalise
betting in every form hoth on and off race-
courses,

Mr. Hughes: Would you include hetting
on dogs?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I would include every-
thing. I am entitled to wager a couple of
shiliings that a particular fiy on the wall
of this Chamber will eross to a certain
point before another fly that may he chosen
by the member for East Perth. That is the
spirit abroad amongst schoolboys and
schoolgirls.  When young people have a
little argument what are the first words
they use?

Mr. Raphael: ‘T will bet you two boh.”’

Mr. J. H. SMITH : The words are ‘T will
bet you.’’ We have all beard them. Tt is
no use trying to get away from that spirit.
Were I to vote for the motion I would be
doing no good. Pressure should be brought
to bear upon the Government fo introduce
the necessary  legislation. It can
then be built up in this Chamber to
the requisite standavd. T have not always
received a fair deal in my racing pro-
clivities. When I owned my own horses
and  trained them, T did better. The mem-
ber for Kimberley was my joekey in those
days, and T had a good run for my money.
1 was very pround when I drove my pony all
covered with lather and sweat out to the
‘Bridgetown racecourse. My jockey used to
«omplain nbout it, and almost wept at the
sight of the pony, but he invariably won a
race on it. If we conld get baek to the old
days everything would he all right. I do
know something abont the business, having
had a long and costly experience of all its
ramifications. We should endeavour to in-
fluence the Government to legalise betting
on all racecourses.

Mr. Thorn: An easy job.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: These practices
should be legalised so that nothing need be
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done under the lap. No doubt most of us
have done semething under the lap during
some part of our lives. We want to do
everything legally, and an Aect must be put
on the statute-book so that racegoers are not
continually robbed. We do not get a fair
deal in the starting-price shops, I hold ne
brief for them. It is hard enough to pick
a winper, but when onec does one is told
that the odds are only six to one. Some-
times one may pick an outsider at thirty to
one, but if the horse wins the odds are
generally found to he no better than six
or ten to one. At the Trots the odds are
ahout five to two for a place. Bookmakers
alzo bhet under the lap, and keep the odds
very short when bets are lodged on Eastern
States races. The Premier could bring
down a non-party Bill, one that could be
amended in the desired directions by mem-
hers of this Chamber, without there being
any squabbling, interference by the churches
and heads of different organisations, the
devil being on one side and God on the
other. A private member could not bring
down a Bill of that kind beeause it would
he looked upon as an interference with the
revenue of the State. You, Mr. Speaker,
would not allow a private member to intro-
duce such a Bill. Should the Premier not
desire to bring down such legislation, he
could depute one of his colleagues to do so.
Our duty would then be to model the meas-
ure along such lines that it would stand for
al] time. T would like to support the
motion, but do not think it will serve any
good purpose. We could get nothing out
of an inguivy that we deo not already know.
The member for East Perth, the member for
Muvchisen, the member for Guildford-Mid-
land {who professes innceence} know all
about horse racing and hetting. No doubt
the cquestion is a vexed one.

T believe the police are doing a good job,
and do not deserve the allegalions of cor-
ruption and bribery that have been made
against them. The officers of the depart-
ment are not deserving of such epithets. I
know that people do bet in streets controlled
hy municipalities and road boards. No re-
strietions have been placed wpon them by
the local anthorities in that respeet. That
means that women with perambulators and
the general public have to walk around
coteries of men who are betting either in the
street or on the footpath. TFar better would
it be to legalise the whole thing so that
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there may no longer be any more back-alley

betting. I am afraid I cannot support the
mation.

MRS, CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[5.28]: I had not intended to speak to this

motion, because members all know my views
on ile question. Since hearing the member
for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith), however, 1
am forced to say something. T appeal to
the Government not to he eajoled into losing
their occnpancy of the Treasury bench by
the speech Ministers have just heard. The
hon. member wants the Premier fo bring
down a Bill, knowing full well that if he
did so neither he nor his Ministers would
be returned to power. I undertake to say
that if any member of this Chamber chal-
lenges me on this guestion I will go into
his electoratec, and I bet him he will not be
returned to the Legislative Assembly. The
member for Nelson does not know whether
the Government should legislate on the side
of righteousness or on the side of the devil.
He is not sure which way it should go. He
hopes that if we do legislate on the side of
the devil, we shall be doing nothing—to use
his own words—under the lap.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I have friends in both
camps.

Mrs. CARDELI-OLIVER: The hon-
member may have friends in both camps. I
feel that we would not be legislating merely
for adults such as we are. What does it
matter whether the hon. member, at his age
or any other member, goes to the devil. Ti
does mafter a great deal whether children
are given the opportanity to go to the devil.
That is why I protest against legislation on
snch a subject as this, because I am not
here in the interests of people of my own
age but of those who are younger than 1
am. I hope members will vote in favour of
the inquiry suggested by the member for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes). Such an inves-
tigation would prebably throw quite a lot
of light on a question of which many people
have little knowledge heyond an appreciation
of the faet that starting-priee beiting is
wrong. There are thousands of people
throughout the State who know nothmg
about racing or the starting-price betting
problem, other than that starting-price bet-
ting shops are a menace to the community.
I trust T am not diverging from the main
issue when 1 say it s a common practice
for butchers, bakers, grocers and other

1475

shopkeepers in Perth and the surrounding
suburbs to accept bets and pass them on
to the starting-price shops in their respec-
tive distriets. It is beecoming quite com-
mon, oo, for the tradesman that calls at
the householder’s deor o aet as an agenc
for the starting-price bookmakers. Burely
we do not want that practice to be enconr-
aged! Surely we should not legislate re-
specting matters that are wrong! We should
aim at legislating in relation to matters that
are decent, and so assist in making the posi-
tion for our children worthwhile, We should
legislate for the future. I trust members
will support the motion.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.32]:
I intend to make my position clear on this
question.  Although I would like to sup-
port the motion I am afraid I eannot do so,
becanse the present juneture is not oppor-
tune for such action. Probably if it were
brought forward during the course of an-
other session, and if the wording of the
motion were slightly altered—in addition,
if I weve sure that the facts were as T want
them to he—nothing would give me greafer
pleasure than to delve inte the ramifica-
tions of trotting and racing in Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. JJ. H. Smith: The two sections are
bound in one.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It is marvellous what
power some people have acquired through
the control they have gained, not so muech of
the actual racing as in other directions.
The position of the president of the Trotting
Association is of 2 peculiar nature. When
he was first clected to his present office, he
was in poor circumstances. Members who
were farmers will agree with me on that
point. To-day the president of the associa-
tion is an influential man, both financially
and, T might say, politieally.

My, J. H. Smiih: You have no proof of
that, have vou?

Mr. Warner: What has he done to you?

Mr. RAPHAEL: That man can go away
at the expense of the Trotting Association,
whieh pays the whole of his expenses for a
tour of the Eastern States. The asso-
eration gave him £230 to go away with; and
when a member of the committee of the
association goes away, he gets £250 as well.
While they are on such trips they can pur-
chase horses on their own behalf, and on
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their return to Western Australia they are
able to lease those horses on bills of sale
under noms de plume. I have gone to the
trouble of visiting the Supreme Court for
the purpose of making searches. There is
the well-known trotter, Kay Francis, which
was leased under a bill of sale from J. P.
Stratton to H, Richter. We have been told
that when My, Stratton purchased the
animal, a rank mare, he paid £35 for
her. I do not think any other horse of
that breeding has cver been purchased in
New Zealand or Australia at so low a figure
ag £35. That animal was brought back here
and given an extraordinarily favourahle
handicap mark, with the result that she
won race after race, ungil at last she is re-
garded as a potential champion. That is
not the only instance I have in mind; it is
one of a number. That sort of thing has
gone on time after time. The Trotting As-
sociation has paid the expenses of its offi-
cials to enable them to tour the Eastern
States and New Zealand, and when they
return beautiful receptions are arranged for
them at the Adelphi Hotel. One was held
when the president of the association re-
turned, and another when a committeeman
returned a week later. On eaeh oceasion
a large sum of money was spent on the mag-
nificent reception accorded the official after
his visit to the East. They may go away
together, but they return singly, and so the
merry cirele of receptions is able to con-
tinue.

Mv. J. Hegney: Should that maiter be
inquired into?

Mr. RAPHAEL: If T thought anything
would come out of it, and that we had time
to do the job properly, I would support
such a suggestion.

Mr. J. Hegney: We have plenty of time,

Mr. RAPHAEL: No, not half the time
to enable me to gain the knowledge I would
like to seeure. Should a seleel committee
be appointed to carry oui such an investi-
gation, it will antomatically eease to exist
when Parliameni is no longer in session.
Xo doubt an inquiry should be held regard-
ing starting-price betting as eondueted to-
day. I am not like the member for Subiaco
{(Mrs. Cardell-Oliver). T fought my last
clection on the starting-price question.
When I was asked my ideas abouf that
matter, by religious bodies and others, I
replied very definitely that I was in favour
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of slarting-price betting.  Ministers and
others altended my meetings and asked me
for my views, und I told them flatly that I
was it accord with the praetice. I told
them that the working-class man was just
as mueh entitled to place his bets as was
the man meoving in wealthier cireles. Be-
cause {he member for Subiaco and so many
of her friends in her electorate have plenty
of money they can afford (o visit the raec-
courses, hut the majority of the people in
Vietoria Park are not in that fortunate posi-
tion. Then again the element of class dis-
tinetion on the racecourses has to be con-
tended with. The worker is not permitted
to go into seetions of the racecourse where
wealthier people are accommodated, because
he is not rvegarded ns good enongh,

Mrs. Cardell-Uliver: You go to the fav-
oured porfions of racecourses.

Mr, RAPHAEL: I do not go to the races.
I have not been on a racecourse this year,
so the member for Subiaco is wrong again.

Mr, Styants: You must have reformed a
lot.

Mr, RAPHAEL: I have reformed to the
extent that T am determined to spend my
money in whatever direction I choose, and
I do not interfere with the member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr. Styants) in the expenditure
of his meney. 1f I want to go to a race-
course, I will go there.

Mr. Hughes: Have I not seen you collect-
ing a few pounds on the trots?

Mr. RAPHAEL: T do not go to “Robbery
Park”. I have not been on a trotting course
this year, and I de not intend to go there,
On the other hand, I shall not attempt to tell
any person where he should spend his
money. | shall not make myself the cus-
todian of the spending silver of my electors.
I confess that T have often spoken to some
of them about racing. Some of the old chaps
and some of the pensioners have asked me
what T knew, and I have passed on fo
them the good tips that I have reeeived,
Unfortunately, afier the races were over I
heard about it, and I had to refund
the old chaps the shillings they lost
through following my good tips, T was only
too pleased to do that. The position as if
exists to-day arvises in no *mall degree from
various factors, and I eonfess I am definitely
opposed to the present-day conditions apply-
ing to starting-priee betting. T come from
South Australia, and I well remember
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starting-price beokies being locked up in
lavatories behind barbed wire. When police
raids were conducted, the betting fickets
were torn up and thrown down, the ehain
being pulled so as to dispose of them. That
is the sort of thing that will take place in
Western Australia if the position is allowed
to drift. That is what we can expect if the
police attempt to foree the issue, as they
probably could. I have seen men thrown
down on footpaths and the nolice cendeav-
ouving to force hetting tickets cat of their
mouths.  Sueh a spectacle was quite eom-
mon in those days.

Mr. Withers: And that in the eity of
churches, too!

Mr. RAPHAEL: Ail this was caused by
the attitude of the police and the continual
raids upon betting premises. In conse-
quence, those coneerned in the business, in-
cluding the publie, have been driven from
buildings and out into the open until now
in Vietoria Park, Subiace, and elsewhere,
hetting is taking place on footpaths hecause
the law provides lighter penalties for
offences committed theve. Magistrates n
their wisdom—I am not speaking of them
in any dervgatory sense whalever—have im-
pozed varying fines. There is a law for
Vietoria Park, another for Perth and Sub-
izeo, and still another for Fremantle, A
gtarting-price bookmaker in Perth may be
fined £75, but the one operating at Fre-
mantle is fined only £10.

Mr. Hughes: No, vou ave wrong,
last man was fined £73.

Alr. RAPHAEL: At any rvate, the posi-
tion was fairly easy for the Fremantle
book-maker in the past.

Mr. Hughes: In addition, that man was
sent on for a eriminal trial.

Mr. RAPHAEL: And he got out of it; T
remember that case.

Mr., Hughes: But he was fined £75 as
well.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T have every respect for
Mr. Craig as a magistrate, and wish him
every good luck., If he considers a fine of
£10 adeguate, that is at his discretion. IE
the magistrate in Perth deeides upon a much
heavier fine, that, too, is at his discretion.
But in view of those circumstances, I say
the law is wrong. There is this fo be said
in favour of the Government: Despite the
castigations it has received from time to
time, it has carried out its duty; and if only
some members had had the—T was going fo
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say, “the guis”, Mr. Speaker, but I most
not — courage to face up tfo their
respensibilities, the problem might have
been (ackled. Some members on the
Opposition side of the House had the cour-
age to speak their minds. Had they given
effect to their expressed views, we would
probably have had the starting-price betting
problem cleaned up by now. Instead of
adopting that course, we had the spectacle
of many beauteous damsels attending the
House as a deputation and engaging in
lobbying, and, as a result of their wiles,
some members were persnaded to leave the
precinets of this building. They did not
vote on the qnestion, despite their promise
of support.

M. Thorn: Yon fell for them!

Mr. RAPHAEL: No, I did not—not that
I wouid have minded doing so. Had those
members voted and given effect to their
spoken word, probably the starting-price
bettors and hookmakers would to-day be
operating under some form of regulation
and control. In the course of her remarks,
the member for Subiaeo (Mrxs. Cardell-
Oliver) referred to what she described as the
terrible spectacle of women with perambu-
lators in many of the betting shops. From
time to time T have visited the various bet-
ting honses in South Australia. T always
make it my business fo do so when 1 go
there, and I have never seen prams al any
of the shops.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I showed you photo-
eraphs!

Ar. RAPHAEL: I do agree with her
that it is wrong for men and women to be
mixed up in those betting shops on Satur-
day afternoons.

The Minister For Mines: What is good
enough for a man should he good enough
for a woman.

Mr. RAPHAEL: We can admit that
betting shops are not places where women
should take their kiddies. I am in accord
with that.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: They are not places
where women should allow their hushands
to go.

Mr. RAPHAEL: On the other hand, T
helieve that if a man bhas 3s. or 5s. to spend
—that is the most that many have—then if
they want to bet, they should be entitled to
do so. This is a free country.

Mra. Cardell-Oliver: Those men deprive
their woemen folk of that money.
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Mr. RAPHAEL: We still live under a
democratic form of government. Until Hit-
ler beats us and demoeracy goes by the
board, I shall continue to advocate freedom
of action and speech for every man and
woman.

Mr. J. Heguey:
not involved.

Mr, RAPHAEL: If the hon. member
were fto be in the company of some punters
on Saturday afterncons when things go
wrong, he would agree that freedom of
speech is definitely involved. To revert to
my references to the W.A. Trotting Asso-
ciation, an investigation such as I would
like would oceupy quite a considerable time.
The guarantee system has been allowed fo
continue for a period of years and it is only
by judicious handling that it has kept trot-
ting going. 1t should have been wiped out
years ago. We find that by devious methods
the gnarantee is carried on and the latest
is that it is extended to the Fremantle Trot-
ting Club, and so that club has been able
to earry on successfully. Fremantle trot-
ting is under the control of an excellent
committee which could get whatever money
it required from the banks.

Before I conclude, I should like to have a
word to say about totalisator fractions. 1
went to a trotting meeting, though not this
year, and on the occasion of my visit I
took the trouble to check up the number of
tickets taken out on each of the six races,
the dividends that were paid and the frac-
tions that were kept by the association.
Working it out I found that on the six
races the fractions totalled £220. That was
all money that should bhave been paid to
the public. We know that the argument is
advanced by racing elubs that it is only by
being able to retain the fractions that it is
possible for them to keep going. To me it
does not appear right that the racing bodies
should refain the fraections, The position
should be cleaned up. I could have said a
good deal more on the guestion generally
but I will eonclude by expressing the hope
that during next session something of a
more tangible nature will be put before us,
and that we will be given a better oppor-
tunity fo discuss the question, not only as
it affects the Trotting Association but rac-
ing generally. The Trotting Association we
know inflicts penalfies on the small man
all the time, while the rich man is allowed

Freedom of speech is
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to go free. We kuow that bockmakers,
without any reason being given, are told
that their licenses will not again be granted,
despite the fact that a man may have been
following his calling as a bookmaker at
that eourse for 15 or 20 years. That is not
British justiee. After 15 years or more of
betting at the trotting course, a bookmaker
is snddenly told that hiz license will not
again be granted. Perhaps he is informed
that the racing game would he better by his
nbsence, but it took the Trotting Associa-
tion 15 years to find that out. One book-
maker I have in mind is as good a citizen
as any other man in this State. I know
that his home life and conduet generally
are unimpeachable and I can say that be-
cause I have known him for many years.
When a body snch as the Trotting Assoeia-
tion is given the right to take a man’'s live-
lihood from him, it is time everything asso-
ciated with the racing game should be in-
vestigated, and legislation passed to per-
mit a person, treated in the manner that I
have just described, to appeal to a higher
authority. I do not intend to oppose the
motion, but T do lLope that next session
something more tangible will be submitted
for our eonsideration, something that will
be applicable to hoth galloping and trotting
races.

HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [3.50]: 1
should like to make a few observations on
the motion hefore it goes ta the vote. T ve-
gret that for financial reasons the Premiex
cannot see his way to support the request
contained in the motion. I am aware that as
Treasurer he must carefully wateh expendi-
ture even in the smallest sums; but an in-
quiry by a select ecommittee would not cost
any large amount, It would, however, lead to
the elucidation of faets. So I cannot under-
stand the other portion of his argument.
We are aware that the betting question is
one that requires to be solved at the earliest
possible moment because it is drifting to a
condition that—it is not too strong a phrase
to use—is deplorahle. To mix up the ques-
tion of gambling in betting shops with that
of gambling on a raceeourse has always ap-
peared to me sirangely illogical because
those who go to the racecourse go there
to gamble. At the same time many go there
without any infention at all of gambling.
I do that myself. 1 attend many race
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meetings and I can lionestly say that for
the last year I have not had a single bet
on any race. \Vith many other people, I
cnjoy the outing and 1 enjoy looking at
the horses, That position, however, does
iat and cannot exist in the shops. The
preople who patronise the shops po there
to het and nothing clse, and they are wast-
ing valuable substance. It is not for one
moment alleged that sinee we know all the
faets an inquiry will have no beneficial
result.  The inguiry would need, I pre-
sume, not only to elucidate all the facts
but alse suggest—and this is what we want
to arrive at—a possible solution that will
bring to an end the present disastrous state
of affairs. Tt seems to be that the investi-
gation would very possibly have a good
cffect. I want to dissociate myself with the
remarks made by the member for Rast
Perth (Mr. Hughes) when he commented
on the introduetion of extraneous matter
dealing with the constitution of the Western
Australian Turf Club committee. T know
most of the members of that body and I
know perfectly well they are all men of
probity, They are called upon at times to
do very disagreeable work and for no re-
ward, but solely with the desire to promote
the best interests of the sport. Tt is no
pleasure to any man to have the duty cast
upon him of disqualifving a jockey, a
trainer or a horse owner, no pleasure what-
cver. That muost he done if a committee-
man is convineed in his own mind, on an
examination of the facts, that a person has
been muilty of mal-practice. Bo I say we
should ohserve some decornm in criticising
members of the committee of a racing hody,
and we should not held them np to obloquy
and declare, for some reason or other, that
they have not brains nor a conscience. I
very strongly ohject to this House heing
made the vehicle for criticising persons
whe are not able to answer for themselves.
These remarks also apply to the comments
that have heen passed on to the chairman
of the Western Australian Trotting Asso-
ciation. I differ from the member for Viec-
toria Park (Mr. Raphael). It is absurd
to say that Mr. Stratton was a person of
no means when he became associated with
the sport of trotting. Mr. Stratton is a
man of substantial means.

Mr. Raphael:
now.

A lot more substantial

1479

Hon, X. KEENAN: It is improper to
snggest that that person’s posilion is due
to hiz association with trotting. I have
never spoken a word fo Mr, Stratton; all
the same, I do not like to hear a man who
is earrying on a work such as that Mr.
Stratton is doing, held up to ecntempt,
merely because he happens to make a sue-
cess of his position as president of the Trot-
ting Association.

Mr. Raphael: I could sar a lot more
about him.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I have no doubt
the hon. member could. The hon. mem-
ber also introduced a lot of extraneous
matter concerning totalisator fractions. It
surprises me to hear statements made by
members in this House, statements that
would not be uttered if only those members
took the trouble to find oni for themselves
the facts. I have inquired more than once
as to what are the facts regarding total-
isator fractions and I have been told that
the practice is, if the fraetion is anything
over 8d., the club pays the 1s.; but if the
fraction happens to be below 7d., the club
keeps the fractions.

Mr, Raphael: They do not pay anything.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I can assure the
House that I have been informed abso-
lutely to the contrary; the facts are as I
have stated them.

Mr. Raphael: You have been wrongly
informed.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Well, now, may I
continue with my wrong information? I
hope that the motion will be carried be-
eause I believe good will result from any
ingquiry that may be made. It will lead
not merely to the elucidation of facts but
also to evolving some cure for the evil
With the expression of that hope, I shall
support the motion.

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) [6.0]:
I proposc to support the molion, because I
think a case has heen made out for an in-
quiry into the ramifications of horse-racing,
not as to starting-price betting only, but as
to the conirol and administration of horse-
racing generally. At the moment I doubt
whether Parliament could taekle a more im-
portant problem, Bvery one of us knows
that a state of affairs exists that is not
desirable, and an inquiry might well be
made with a view to finding a solution. I
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have no intenlion of discussing the pros and
cons of starting-price betting and kindred
matters, but I represcnt an electorate in
which mosi of the racecourses are situated.
The main racecourse, the W.A.T.C., Helena
Vale, and others are in my territory, and I
make contact with all sorts of racing men. I
myself am not a racing man. If I attend a
meeting once a yeur—the Christmas mesting
—1 have no further interest in raeing, but I
am concerned to see that the sport is con-
ducted in a proper manner.

In my opinion the member for East Perih
{Mr. Hughes) presented a very good cuse in
favour of an inquiry. I have been told that
some metmbers of Parliament ave involved in
starting-price betting, more than two of
them, and they are not on ore side of the
House only. If it is true that they are run-
ning stavting-price shops winder a nom de
plume, the time hag arrived when they should
be exposed.

Mr. Withers: Stand up the guilty ones!

* Mr. J. HEGNEY: An inquiry would re-
veal whether that sort of thing was happen-
ing. The member for South Fremantle {Mr.
Fox) tries to pooh-pooh the idea. I eannot
say whether the statemert is true or not, but
it is said that so-and-so runs a starting-
price shop and does well out of the business.
If that 1s a faet, it should be exposed.

Sinee the discussion in this House last year
on the Bill to deal with betting, turther in-
quiries huve been made into the operation of
the South Australian system and have
revealed that people there are mpt at all
satisfied with it. Therefore those members
who extolled the virtues of the legalised
betting in South Australia eannot expeet
much support along those lines to-day. I
approve of the attitude of the Labhour Gov-
ernment in Queensland, which tackled the
problem boldly. Members of that Govern-
ment were not going to be run by the start-
ing price bettors, and decided to introduce
legislation to suppress starting price bet-
ting. Some crities contend that the evil has
merely been driven underground. To that
statement T reply that it is better to have
it subterranean and difficult of access rather
than find women and children having ready
access to 1it. To make a bet in Queensland
is a difficult matter. Women, children and
youths have not the ready acecess to betting
facilities there that they have in this
State or possibly in other States. The evil
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assumed sericus proportions in New South
Wales, and the Clovernment was impelled
to grapple with it and endeavour to clean
up the hotels and other places where bet-
ting operations were being carried on.
Again, the retort might be made that
the problem has not been solved in New
South Wales. Perhaps that is so. At any
rate, we should consider the moral aspect.
When it comes to a matter of the worker's
dissipating his earnings in betting shops,
money that should be available for the use
of the wife and children in the home, the
moral aspeect cannot be disregarded. If a
man has moncy to spare, he has only him-
self to please in his manner of spending if,
but the community is interested when many
people dissipate a substantial portion of
their hard-earned wages in starting price
hetting shops.

The member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith)
in his appeal to the Government, desired that
a ‘measure should be introdueed, one that we
eould all support, and in that way he thought
the matter would be dealt with decently. The
Government did introduce a Bill last session,
but unfortunately there was not sufficient
support in the House to get it passed. Sinee
then the Government has tightened wp mat-
ters a good deal, and notwithstanding that
the Commissioner of Police is still appealing
for some definite direction, the police are
taking more stringent action in their efforts
to suppress starting price betting. Still, the
time has come when Parliament should order
an inquiry into all the ramifieations of horse-
racing. I hear complaints about the
W.A.T.C. committee, and ahout those who
control the proprietary clubs. I should like
to see a comprehensive inquiry made in the
hope that proposals conld be submitted that
would enable us to deal effectively with this
problem. The Government should agree to
an inquiry so that the whole matter might
be investigated. The member for Vietoria
Park (Mr. Raphael) referred to the chair-
man of the Trotting Association and his
activities. Statements of that kind I do not
helieve until I have proof of them. Thev
are merely statements of the hon. member.
T.ot the facts be known, and then we shall
be in a position to decide what action should
he taken. The hon. member spoke about the
chairman of the Trotting Association heing
gpparently a rich man to-day. There are
many men who were poor Yesterday
and who will probably he rich to-morrow. and
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many men who are rich to-day might casily
be poor to-morrow.
Mr. Hughes interjected.

Mr. J. HEGNEY : Many instances of the
kind could be yunoted. As I have said, a
case has been made out for an inquiry. If
the investigation is made by select com-
mittee it will not he ecostly. Probably a
Royal Commission would be a more suit-
able body to examine the whole of the rami-
fications, and possibly it would have to visit
South Australia and (fueensland in order
to obtain the facts for the information of
the House. Failing an inquiry by Royal
Commission, I am prepared to support the
proposal of the member for East Perth.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [6.8]: I
feel inelined to support the motion. Though
much has been said about the knowledge
of horse-racing and its ramifications pos-
sessed by members of this House, T must
plead entire ignorance of the laws control-
ling racing and of the internal adiministra-
tion. T know nothing at all about those
matters. Although I have given mueh con-
sideration to starting-price hetting and have
studied the conditions applying in other
States and countries, I appreciate that that
is only one aspect of the matter, I venture
the opinion that not ohe member ig au fait
with the laws governing racing in Western
" Australia and the rules of racing made un-
der those laws. T suggest that not one
memhber can elaim to be conversant with
the laws and rules of racing. The Premier,
in his remarks, merely implied that the mo-
tion contained substanee for an inquiry into
starting-price betting. Tf that was all the
motion conveyed, T would vote against it.
What we have to consider very carefully
is that since the laws that gave the right
to certain individuals o eontrol racing in
this State were placed on the statute-book,
this form of amusement has changed from
one of sport to one of a trade or profes-
sion. To-day horse-racing is entirely dif-
ferent as a sport or recreation from what it
was when the laws governing it were first
set up.

If my information is correct, there was
a time when men owned race-horses purely
out of a desire to promote the sport of
horse-racing. I believe that is true. But
if any member is under any misapprehen-
slon as to that aspect of the matter to-day,
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he must be entirely blind. Everyone is well
aware that the circumstances attending
horse-racing have materially altered and
that it is not the sport it was in days gone
by, but has beecome more of a calling in
which thousands engage. As the member
for Middle Swan indicated, horse-racing has
become a sort of industry. I feel disposed

.to support the motion with a view to get-

ting a full and comprehensive knowledge,
firstly of the laws controlling horse-racing
in Western Australia, secondly of the
powers vreserved to the authorities control-
ling racing under the heading of ‘‘Rules of
Racing,’! and thirdly, but not least, of the
administration of horse-racing in this State.

I do not wish to set aside unfairly any
individual who has {aken a prominent part
in the administration of horse-racing. As
a matter of fact, I do not know one of those
individuals personally, but to me it has
always appeared to be wrong in principle
that the individuals who actually own the
race-horses and indulge in the sport should
at the same time be administrators of the
sport. We should be acting aleng parallel
lines if we said to the Western Anstralian
Football League that, for the purpose of
getting efficient control of football, the
premier club of the season would be placed
in control of football in this State. Hav-
ing regard to what has happened, I am sat-
isfied that a complete review of the laws
of racing and their administration is ur-
gently needed. I have learnt of incidents
that do not appeal to me as containing the
elements of fair play and justice. I do
not say that justice has been lacking, but
it is entirely wrong thait an individual
should he penalised to the extent of being
deprived of his livelihood withoui being
given the reasons for that punishment. It
is a distinet negation of British fair play
to deny a man the right to carry on his
business in an industry in which he has
been engaged during the whole of his life
without a reason being given him.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MARSHALL: Reverting to the
point of the powers that either have been
granted under the Act to racing authorities
in this State, or else assuimed by them, we
must take into eonsideration the manner in
which such powers may bhe used to do grave
injustice to, and possibly ruin, numerons in-
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dividuals, & large proportion of them being
deprived of the possibility of earning a
livelihood from the day the penalty is im-
posed until the day they enter into their
eternal rest. The most important aspect,
members must realise, is that the persons
who are in the power of those authorities,
and may be ruined by its exercise, are un-
fortunately compelled to continue the voea-
tion of jockeying or of training and jockey-
ing horses, and must so hehave physically
as to ruin their constitutional fitness, thus
finding it almost impossible to follow any
other occupation. In this regard, racing
authorities may inflict greater hardship on
such persons than would be the case if the
powers were exercised by some other auth-
ority or organisation on other individuals,
who are perfectly fit physically and have
not ruined their constitutions by sweating
down to ride racehorses. We know of some
instances where penalties have been imposed
that did not bear even the semblance of jus-
tice. An investigetiom of this side of racing
wounld prove of untold benefit.

I have always held the view that horse-
racing should be eontrolled by a body of
persons entirely free from any outside in-
fluences of whatsoever nature. By this 1
imply that any person serving such an or-
ganisation should be free from the respon-
sibility of owning racehorses at all. I sug-
gest it is simply beyond the capacity of
human nature, beyond the power of any in-
dividual, to fail, at any rate occasionaliy,
to take an advantage which gives him a
power pernicious for his fellowmen. I have

no desire to imply that those in
control of racing do, in fact, work
any great wrong; but I suggest it

is an altogether lop-sided position in which
to place individuals to say to them,
“You are owners of racehorses, and what-
ever may happen during the course of a
day’s meeting or in a particular race in
which your horses are competing, you shall,
if anything in the nature of a dispute arises,
administer raeing law in your capacity as
administrators fairly and justly, irrespee-
tive of whether it affects you personally or
not.” I believe there are several individuals
in this community who have such authority
and also own racehorses, They take upon
themselves the vesponsibility of administer-
ing racing in Western Australia.  While
they own horses, they are subjected, as
administrators, to temptations that are too
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great, their own interests being virtually at
stake. I make that suggestion respectfully.
We should not place individusls in such an
invidious position. I hold that there should
be independent control of racing in general.

Again, we know that the Act under which
such individuals adjudicate iz ohsolete, hav-
ing been passed about 1892, and not sub-
jected to muech amendment. We know from
experience, and from debates that have
taken place in this Chamber, that the auth-
orities controlling racing, if they wish te for-
mulate & by-law under the Aect, have to sub-
mit it to the Chief Seeretary, and that if
the Minister does not vete the by-law it
comes along to Parliament for sanction. The
same remarks apply to racing regulations.
In this respect again, investigation is highly
necessary, Furthermore, under the rules of
racing these authorities can take to them-
selves unlimited powers; and the rules of
racing are ncver submitted to Parliament. In
point of fact, as I said at the outset, no man
within my nacquaintance possesses a full
knowledge of all the by-laws and of the Act
relating to horse-racing; and especially not
of those things that fall within the eategory
of rules of rzcing. Those rules are abso-
lutely foreign and strange to hon. members,
though we should know all about them.
From that standpoint again, inquiry is abso-
Iutely necessary. Finally, I disapprove en-
tirely of proprietary horse-raeing.

My, Lambert: Now vou are getting down
to something practieal,

Mr. MARSHALL: I candidly confess
that I am prejudiced in that regard. I con-
sider that no State should permit private
ownership of racecourses,

What has heen said about betting in shops
on horse races is familiar to hon. members,
having been repeated here over and over
again. I davesay we shall always hold diver-
genb opinions on that subject. However, I
snggest we may agree unanimously that ne
private person should be permitted to econ-
duet a common gaming place such as a race-
course, while other persons are prosecuted
and fined for doing the like acts off a yace-
course. If this industrv of horse racing is
to be conducted as an amusement for the
benefit of the community, all proprietary
racing should cease at onee, I do not wish
members to helieve that the abolition of pro-
prietary racing would reduee betting to any
great extent. It cannot. Strange as it may
appear, in South Australia as well as in
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Western Australia, the major volume of
money invested on horse racing is bet on
races run outside the particular State,

Mr. Patrick: So we would not stop bet-
ting by closing down on horse racing.

Mr. MARSHALL: No. It might reduce
betting infinitesimally. Perhaps a slight re-
doction in the volume might result. How-
ever, the greater portion of the money in-
vested in betting by Western Australians
would still be invested if racing in this State
were stopped entirely; for it is invested on
horse races outside this State. If we look
for the reason why bettors in Western Aus-
tralia or in South Australia, for cxample,
invest their money outside the particular
State, we can only come to the conclusion
that that portion of the publie which fol-
lows horse racing to enjoy it as a relaxation
or as apn amusement, considers that horses
running outside the partieular State run
more consistently and more true to form. If
we aceept that conclusion, we must acknow-
ledge that horse racing in Western Australia
needs an immediate and thorough investiga-
tion. We can only presume that the public
investing on horses rnnning in Western Ans-
tralia—not to go beyond our own State—
is not treated either honesily or fairly,

Those are my views on this motion, and
therefore I shall support it. In my opinion
an entirely independent hoard should be
given control of Western Anstralia racing,
and the same body of men could eontrol our
lotteries. As for the cost of the suggested
inquiry, T remind the Premier that he is
deriving and for wears has been deriving—
in fact, ever since he became Treasurer—
huge sums of money from the industry in
the form of direct taxation on amuse-
ments and on hookmakers, and by way of
fines. The cost of the suggested inguiry
would be infinitesimal compared with the
total of those items paid annually into Con-
solidated Revenue. Thercfore the matter of
cost need not be considered. I support the
motien hecause the time is leng overdue
for making a thorough investigation and a
complete overhaul of the laws and rules of
racing now obtaining in Western Australia.

MR. WATTS (IKatanning) [7.45]: The
inquiry proposed by the member for East
Perth (Mr. Hughes) is, 1 presume, from
many aspects a necessary one. In my
opinion, in the speech he made some weeks
ago he did establish justification for an in-
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quiry. The observations that have been
made in the House this evening, however,
combined with my own experience in past
years and more recently of the operations
of select committees, definitely lead me to
the conclusion that an inquiry by a seleet
committee is not the best method of deal-
ing with this matter. It seems to me that
we want an inguiry of a different nature.
Most of us, as members of Parliament and
as individuals, have very pronounced ideas
for or against betting and also on the sub-
jeet matter of the motion. If we were ap-
pointed to make an inguiry into this matter,
most of us wonld, at the conclusion of the
inquiry, find ourselves of the same opinion
as when we started with respeet to the neces-
sity for the alteration or the enforeement
of the law, the abolition of proprietary
clubs or otherwise, Nevertheless, as I have
said, T have come to the conelusion that an
inquiry of some kind is necessary. The
member for Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphael)
gave the House reasons why he intended to
oppose the apointment of a select commit-
tee. His reasons, in my opinion, support
the contention which I now put forward
that an inquiry by a select committee is not
the way to deal with this matter. Consid-
erable time will be required to explore all
the ramifications of racing. The more we
hear of the matter, the more numerouns those
ramifications appear to he, and the more
difficult it would he to frame a report upon
them. I therefore fcel that an inquiry by
a Royal Commissioner would be the better
way to deal with the matber, and I propose
to move an amendment asking the Govern-
ment to appoint a Royal Commission. A
Royal Commissioner has muach more extensive
powers than has a seleect committee, and he
ean ohtain the information he requires
much more easily.

Mr. Lambert: You are wrong in that
respect.

Mr. WATTS: I am not sure. I bhave sat
on fouy sclect commitiees, and my experi-
cnce convinees me that the powers of a
Royal Commissioner under the Royal Com-
missioners’ Powers Act are far more satis-
factary if an inguiry of the kind propesed
is to be eonducted into something that vitally
eoncerns a large number of our people and.
upon which very decided and divided views
are held.

MMy, Lambert: That shows how superficial
is the knowledge you have of the respective
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powers of select commitiees and Royal Com-
missioners,

Mr. WATTS: Without paying atiention
to the observations of the member for Yil-
garn-Coolgardic (Mr, Lambert) I move—

That the words ‘‘a Seleet Committee be

appointed’’ be struck out, with a view to in-
serting other words.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie—
on amendment) [7.50]: It was 1ot my in-
tention to speak upon this motion; but
probably the member for Katanning (Mr.
Watts) has little, or no knowledge of a
previous investigation that was made into
racing in this State. In 1915 a seleet com-
mittee investigated the conduct of racing
in Western Australia, and presented a eom-
prehensive report. I do not intend to tra-
verse all the evidence that was given, nor
to diseuss the merits or demerits of racing
and gambling tn all their aspects,

Mr, Fox: Who sat on that commitiee?

My, LAMBERT: Mr. Hudson, who was
chairman, and Messrs. Allen, Baxter, Con-
nor, Gilehrist, Underwood, Colchateh, Bol-
ton and Willmott. No notice whatever was
taken by either hranch of the Legislature
of that commiftee’s report. The member for
East Perth {Mr. Hughes) now secks to
abtain the appointment of another select
committee to deal with raeing. In my
opinion, the fime has long gone by when
we should have o elear review not only of

the condnct of racing, hut also of the
powers of the WA Tuwf Club, T
agree to some cextent with the mem-
ber for Murchison {3r. Marshall), who

gaid that the wmembers of the commit-
tec of the W.A. Turf Club—honourable
gentlemen as they are—

Mr. SPEAKER: I draw the hon. mem-
ber’s attentinn to the question before the
Chair, which is that eertain words shall he
struck out of the motion.

Mr., LAMBERT: I have to link the
amendment up with the control of racing,
have T not, Sir? T agree with the member
for Murchison that we should decide
whether it is right for the people control-
ling the W.A, Turf Club and owning race-
horses to adjndicate upon the performances
of jockevs, for instance. It is not right
that persons owning and running race-
horses should adjudicate and give decisions
tn connection with the running of their
horses. But how far we shall get in an
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investigation of this kind is quite another
matter. Speaking to the motion—
Hon. P. Collier: For the first time!

Mr. LAMBERT: The time has arrived
when we should review the conduet of rac-
ing in Western Australin., I am not in
agreement with the prejudiced view of my
friend the member for Boulder.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I draw the
hon. member's attention te the faet that
we are not discussing the inember for
Boulder. We are discussing the amend-
ment that has been moved by the member
for Katanning.

Myr. LAMBERT: As a matter of faet,
I can find no virtue—

Mr. Speaker: Ovder! 1 must ask the
hon. member to confine his remarks to the
amendment.

Mr. Marshall interjevted.

Mr. SPEAKBR: Order! The member
for Murchison must keep order.

Mr. LAMBERT: If members will
study the report of the select com-

mittee to which T have referred, they will
get all the information thev require with-
ont thp assistanee of another proposed
sclect ecommittee.

ME. HUGHES (last Perth—on amend-
ment) [7.56]: The proposal to substituie
a Royal Commission for a seleet commit-
tee is no doubt a desirable one. A Royal
Commissioner would have many advan-
tages; beeause we have heard expressions
of opinions by members that it might he
thought they had fixed ideas on the subject
and wonld approach an inquiry with some
eobnscious or subeonseions bias. The amend-
ment is, however, a curions one to move
at this stage, as the major argument against
the appointment of n select committec is
based on the gronnd of expense. Members
who may sit on the scleet committee, if
appointed, will of ecourse not reccive any
remuneration for their services; even if

they decided to wisit the other States
they would not he paid either re-
muneration or ftravelling expenses. It
i hard €0 see what expense would

be involved in the appoiniment of a
select ecommittee. On the other hand, if a
Royal Commissioner were appointed his fee
might he anything from 300 to 1,000
guineas. Not long sinece a Royal Comis-
sioner reeceived—it is curious to note—a fee
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of £150, whereas his assistant was paid a
fee of £150.

Mr. Lambert: An honorary Royal Com-
missioner could bhe appointed.

Mr. BUGHES: Honorary Royal Com.
missioners are not foo numercus.

Mr. Raphacl: I will not act as one again.

Mr. HUGHES: The Royal Commis-
sioner and his assistant would probably re-
ceive in fees ihe greater part of £1,000.
What a curious amendment te move! Tf
the amendment s carried, will the Gov-
crnment appeint a Roval Conunission?

The Premier: 1 do not think it will.

Mr. HUGHES: [s that {rue?

The Premier: 1 do not think the tiov-
erument will appoint a Roval Commission
for the reason | mave when speaking to the
motion,

Mr. HUGHES: Then there 1w no need
for me to waste the time of the House in
addressing myself to the amendment, he-
eause it is abortive: it iz almost destroxed
upon heing conceived.

Amendment put and negatived.

ME. SAMPSON (Swan) [8.1]: I am not
irn favour of the motion. T feel it is un-
necessarily comprehensive and cannot, so
far as I am competent to judge, be of any
service. T do not profess, nor have T any
right to claim, t¢ he an expert in horse-
racing, but as far as I can see our racing
clubs are well condueted. On odd oceasions
I have attended race meetings, chiefly in
order that 1 might acquire some little know-
ledge as to the manner in which sneh gath-
erings are conducted and thus qualify my-
self to come to a decision an questions such
as that hefore the House. We have the
Western Australian Turf Club, the Perth
and Fremantle Trotting Clubs, the Kalgoor-
lic and Boulder Racing Clubs, and other
clubs throughout the State. Life is not
such a thrilling experience, or such a joyous
adventure, that we should attempt to put
an end to what is a very proper pastime,
namely, attending race meetings. When I
have attended such gatherings I have walked
about on the lawns, met friends—

Mr. Warner: And lost your cash!

Mr. SAMPSON:—and in different ways
enjoved the meeting. I must admit T have
never been impressed by what is sometimes
referred to as the sordid side of racing. I
know a number of owners and some train-
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ers, and they seem to me to be good eiti-
zens. The breeding and running of race-
horses and the conduct of race meetings is
properiy a part of the interest of a commun-
ity. I have therefore decided not to vote
in favour of the motion. Had it dealt solely
with starting-price betting, I would have
adopted a different view, because there is
some justification tor aclionn heing  taken
in that direction, Those who het on the
racecourse use stamped tickets and  al-
though we are aware that, strictly speaking,
such betting is illegal, the eye of aunthority
has winked at the practice for so long that
it has now become more or less approved.

Hon. P. Collier: Why do you object to
an investigation?

Mr. SAMPSON : Berause the investigation
proposed is so widespread and so compre-
hensive as veally to defeat its own ends.

Hon. P. Collier: Are you so parochial
that you do not want a wide inguiry?

Mr. BAMPSON: To oppose a comprehen-
sive inquiry is not to be paroehial. I am
surprised at the hon. member’s being con-
Fused about terms.

Hon, P, Collier: You objeet to a wide in-
quiry ?

Mr. SPEAKER: QOvder!

My, SAMPSON: I objeet to an unnoees-
sarilv ecomprehensive inquiry, Let us deal
with the matier iittle by little; let us deal
with it on its merits.

Hon. P. Collier: Little by little suits you.

Mr. SAMPSON: The wmotion proposes
that the select committee shall he appointed
““to inquire into the ineidence, management
and eontrol of liorse-racing in all its forms,
and into betting and other practices arising
out of and incidental thereto”

Mr. Doney: What else would the inquiry
he for?

Mr. SAMPSON: —*and to report upon
the present law thercon, the enforcement of
such law and the advisability of any re-
vision, wmnendment and/or eodifieation
thereof.’* That is a life work. We could
not expeet that to be done daring the period
of thiz Parliament, and as the member for
Boulder (Hon. P. Collier) is aware, it is
not competent for a select committee to
continue after the House rises,

IIon. P. Collier: So vou want a narrow
inquiry; not a comprehensive, wide inquiry?

Alr. SAMPSOX: T want an inquiry that
will be of some practical service; not a
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high-faluting proposition that will get us
nowhere but simply confuse all concerned,
including the member for Boulder.

Hon, P. Collier: Confuse me% You have
been eonfused all your life.

Mr, SPEAKER: I would ask the hon.
member to address the Chair and not to
take any notice of the member for Boulder.

Mr. SAMPSON: Iam endeavouring to in-
form the member for Boulder where I stand
in this matter and I am making it per-
feetly clear that I do not propose to sup-
port the motion beeanse I do not think it
is practicable, The inquiry eould not be
completed in the period permissible, More-
over, it is about time this epidemie of select
committees came to an end, or rather that
there was a steadying influence exhibited in
regard to them. Almost every subject that
comes beforo the House is suggested as a
proper subject for inquiry by a seleet com-
mittee. An inquiry in the present instance,
secing how widespread it must necessarily
be, would not be of any veal and praetical
service. 1 regret that there has not been
an opportunity to deal with starting-price
bookmaking, but I am not prepared to vote
in favour of a motion for such a widespread
inquiry, one that is so many-sided and so
impracticable.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [8.8]: The debate should remove
any indefiniteness in the minds of members
as to whether the motion should or should
not be carried. When the diseunssion was
opened this afternoon I considered that we
were too far advanced in the session for
any hope to be entertained of the rather ex-
fensive inquiry proposed being finalised be-
fore Parliament rose. Again, the time of
members is so occupied at the close of a
session dealing with parliamentary matfers
that it would be somewhat diffieult to find a
sufficient number with the necessary time to
devote fo an inquiry of this deseription, We
have to remember, however, that members
of Parliament should be capable of reflect-
ing public opinion and public estimation.
If in the debate that has taken place hon.
members have correctly interpreted public
estimation of racing in this country then that
getivity is as near the gutter as it can poss-
ibly get. I am not prepared to subseribe
to that view. I believe there are men asso-
ciated with racing and its administration
Western Australia who are as reputable,
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capable and honest in their endeavours as
any member of Parliament. I helieve that
those men are trying to conduect racing in a
decent manner. It is true that I breed
horses. I have been doing so for the last
30 or 40 years and have always taken a
pride in so doing. But immediately one
breeds a decent horse he hecomes a ques-
tionable character. So long as he breeds
duds, the activity is quite reputable, but im-
mediately he happens to secure one decent
horse over the years he is open to publie
attack. His character is questioned because
he happens to breed a horse capable of run-
ning in, even if not of winning, a race. That
should not be so.  Racing is not in the gut-
ter in other parts of the world. Why should
it be damned in Western Australia, as it is,
if the opinion expressed by hon. members
is a true estimate of its value in the ppinion
of the public?

The question definitely calls for an investi-
gation. Reflection has heen east upon ad-
ministrators, npon individuals whose names
have been mentioned. This is not the first
oceasion on which that kind of thing has
happened during discussions on raeing.
HMow long is it to continue? Are we
to sit here and see racing continually drift-
ing? According to some membors, it is in
the gutter now, but there is a good deal of
it gut of the gutter. True, much of it is in
and was never out of the gutter. Not those
who are associated with the more elevating
side of horse hreeding and horse racing are
responsible for degrading racing and publie
administration generally, but those right
down in the gutter. I agree with the mem-
ber for Katanning (Mr. Watts) that this
inquiry could be more effectively undertaken
by a Royal Commission. T did not, however,
vote for the amendment because I knew that
if it were carried the decision would rest
with the Government and the Government
is not favourably disposed to Royal Com-
missions. If the motion is carried, how-
ever, it will be a decision of the House and
the select commitiee will have to be ap-
pointed. As I have stated, at the outset of
this debate I was not in favour of the ap-
pointment of a seleet committee for the rea-
sons I have given, but after having listened
to the discussion I am of the opinion that
we should give the men administering the
racing clubs and who have been attacked—

The Premier: They Lave not been at-
tacked seriously.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They have
been attacked by members of Parliament. If
that is not serious I do not know what is.

Mr. J. H. Smith: By how many mem-
bers?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: If members of
Parliament are to have a license to make
speeches such as those to which we have
listened, it is time that outsiders had a voice
as to whether this sort of thing should or
ghould not continue. The speeches made
have tended fo demonstrate that not only
racing administration has become degraded
but that the men referred to are degraded.

The Premier: So because one or two hon.
members say something about somebody we
must have a select committee about it%

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The statemenis
have been fairly gemeral.

Members: Ob no!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: 8o general that
I am satisfied that we cannot let the matter
rest where 1t is.

The Premier: Rubbish!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. W. D. JOHNBON: I intend to vote
for the motion and I hope it will be earried.
I trust, foo, that the inquiry will be elevated.
The inquiry should be lifted above the stan-
dard of the debate we bave had to-night. As
u result of such inquiry, I hope some means
may be found whereby racing can be lifted
out of its deplorable plight, if we are to
take seriously the specches of members. They
were the speeches of men elected to repre-
sent the people, and they must be taken seri-
ously. T do not subseribe to many of the
sentiments expressed. I believe the W.A.T.C.
is well administered. If it is not as demo-
eratic as we would like if, that ean easily
be remedied. The club is working under
legisiation, and, if the Government thinks
the institution should adopt a more demo-
eratic system of control, it can put that
right by amending the law. That is not the
question hefore the House. The W.AT.C.
is working in a commendable manner.
It is doing its best to keep racing
from drifting fo the extent that mem-
bers wounld indicate. T know that start-
ing-price hookmaking is degrading the
sport, and has brought it down to where it
is. Wae should not reach down to that stan-
dard to find out whether the administration
is all it ought to be. T am sure there is a
more elevated opinion of the administration
generally, as is evidenced by the activities
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of the W.A.T.C. Because of the debate, [
feel we should have an inquiry, and, holding
the views I have espressed, 1 will vote for
the motion.

MRE. STYANTS (l{algoorlie) [8.17]: If
I thought the appointment of a select com-
mittee would acbieve the objeet desired by
the member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes),
I would vote for the motion, but I hold the
contrary view.  After Jistening to the
speeches to-night, I feel that all the evidence
that could be brought before a select com-
mittee is already available to members. If
they got together, I feel sure they could
cvolve legisiation to amend the raeing and
betting laws of the State that would bring
abhout what is desired. The member for
Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson)
said that a refleetion had been east upon the
administrators of racing, and for that reason
a seleet committee should he appointed. I
hold a different view. Assuming that cer-
tain e¢riticism that has been levelled at the
W.A. Trotting Association and the officials
of the racing clubs hes been more than just
criticism, and reached the stage of being a
refleelton upon them, I helicve the most
effective manner in which we could dispel
such reflections would be hy voting out the
mation, thereby demonstrating to the people
concerned that, in our opinion, there is no
foundation for the refleetions upon them,
and no necessity o inquire into their busi-
ness.

I heard a great deal to-night about the
inconsistent running of horses on our race-
courses. On several ocrasions when I have
attended meetings T have backed the wrong
horse, and sometimes have suspected that
the animal has net been doing its best. Pos-
sibly many punters hold the same view. I
have in my younger days taken part in
athletic events. I know that on certain days
T have felt in such a eondition that T knew
T was coing to do my hest. On another ocea-
sion, although eomparatively fit, I felt that
I did not possess that exira kick that one
required in order {o do one’s best. An
athlete can {ell his trainer and those who
are supporting him that he does not feel as
well as he did on the previous day when he
was sueccessful in his efforts, but a borse is
not able to do that, and very often the
people who have backed the animal becanse
of his previous form have been let down,
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and then assumed that corrupt practices had
heen indulged in.

It has been said that if a man is in a big
way he can run his horses inconsistentiy and
get away with it. That may be so. Will
the appointment of a select committee pre-
vent such a thing? I say it will not pre-
vent horses in this State from running in-
consistently.

Mr. Hughes: I do not think that would
come within the provinee of the inquiry. The
committee would not deal with the form of
horses, ’

Mr. STYANTS: Anything that savoured
of corrupt practices would be taken into
consideration by the seleet ‘committee. I
wish now to deal with the guestion of un-
distributed fractions. The member for Vie-
toria Park (Mr. Raphael) ‘nmade out a good
case on that point. "The member for Ned-
lands (Hon. N. Keenian) said he had in
quived into’ the method whereby these frac-
tions were withheld. He is probably right
as to the method, but that does not do away
with the faet that in this State for the last
12 years or so the Western Australian Trot-
ting Association has withheld from distribu-
tion, bhecause of the system in vogue, 2 sum
of approximately £120,000. That money
has been kept from the public in the form
of undistributed fractions. There is no hear-
say about that. Some two or three vears
ago a return was called for to ascertain how
much money had been received by trotting
clubs and racing clubs in Western Australia
in the form of undisiributed fractions. At
that time it appeared that over the previous
ten vears the W.A. Trotting Association had
reccived a sum of just over £100,000 from
undistributed fractions. Assuming that the
same system has been carried on sinee, I
will be safe in saying that about £120,000
has been withheld from distribution by that
means. The racing clubs have not so large
an amount of patronage as have the trot-
ting clubs, and would have withheld a smaller
amount from the public, but even in their
case the substantial sum of many thousands
of pounds has been withheld from distribu-
tion to the investors in the totalisators. We
have the official returns, and do not require
a select committee to tell us what fractions
have been withheld. The system s different
in the other States, where the moneyr is dis-
trihuted ecither to the nearest 6d. or the
nearest 3d. 'We do not require 2 seleet com-
mittee to give us that information.
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I am inclined to agree that proprietary
racing is not altogether as desirable as is
racing eonduected by the official body, the
W.AL.C. That cluk is not run for profit.
It offers good stakes, caters for a good elass
of horse, and is an asset to the horse-breed-
ing industry of Western Australia. I do not
think we could get any more information
about proprietary racing by appointing a
committee than is already in the possession
of members of the llonse. There are those
who hold that it iz not desirable to have
proprietayy racing, where individuals are
allowed to race for private profit. They
would still hold that view if a select commit-
tee were appointed, notwithstanding that
evidence might be given to the eontrary, and
the sclect committee deeided to express a
view conirary to their own. We do not want
a selecl commiltee on these grounds.

The matter of starting-pricc betting was
thorouguly discussed last year, and T do not
think any reiteration of the debate is neces-
sary at this stage. We all expressed our
views then. At the election in Kalgoorlie,
the matter was introduced by those who were
opposed to ihe legalisation of such betting,
and we all stuek to our guns. The better con-
trol of starting-price betting would do away
with many of the objectionable featnres that,
I admit, permeate the whole business.
Another matter referred to was the method
of electing the committee of the W.A.T.C. T
am sure that 99 per cent. of those who attend
the race mecetings at headquarters do not
give a second’s consideration to the method
by which the committee of the elub is elected.
Al that people are concerned about are the
conveniences {bat are given by the club to
its patréns, the admission charges, and so
forth. Provided the sport is ecarried out with
reasonable efficiency, and the nceds of the
public are eatered for, that is all the people
require. Some members have suggested that
when the stipendiary stewards held an in-
quiry, insufficient publicity was given to the
proceedings. They thought that the Press
should be admitted. Last weck the mover of
the motion said he was not altogether sure
ahont the impartiality of the Press. He was
referring to the question of admitting the
Press to the inquiry held by the scleet com-
mittee into investment trust companies,

The best indication of whether the publie
are satisfied with the manner in which the
club committee is elected, racing is con-
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ducted, awd inguiries are held, is to e found
in the palronage accorded to the meetings.
If people are not safistied, they will not con-
tinue to attend. 1f they are satisfied, they
will go te the meetings in their thousands,
as they have been doing for many years. 1
admit that attendances have fallen off on
account of starting-price betting. I am not
guided by the question of the expense of a
-select committoe or a Royal Commission.
That would not influence my vote in this
matter. Were I of opinion that we were
going to achieve resulis by an inguiry of this
kind, I wonlg vote for the motion. If the in-
quiry wonid do away with many of those
objectionable features of our racing sport in
thi= State, any money involved would be well
spent, but T am afraid that if the appoint-
ment of the committee were agreed to the
money waould be spent in vain. Tt is rather
the fear thai the holding of an inquiry wounld
achieve little in the wav of results than the
thought of the eost involved that influences
me to vote against the motion.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth—in reply)
[8.29]: T will reply first to the remarks of
the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Styants).
I did not at any time conceive that the in-
quiry would deal with the form or the run-
ning of individual horses. The investigations
would cover the management of racing, but
wonld have nothing to do with whether
horses ran true to form or were allowed to
run, either true to form or otherwise. If any
such committee had to embark npon an exa-
mination of the performances of merely a
small proportion of the horses engaged in
racing, the task would be bevond it. At no
time have I coneeived to be part of the in-
quiry I propose, an investigation of the
management of horses. TUnfortunately the
horzes do not manage the racing; the horses
are managed by those associated with the
sport. The motion deals with the law, which
is enforced sometimes and not at other times.
As the member for Guildford-Midland
{Hon. W. D. Johnson) pointed out, the
divergent views expressed by members fur.
msh the strongest possible arzument in
favour of an inquiry. What is the proposal
of the member for EKalgoorlie (Mr.
Stvants)? Tike other members, he does not
agree that evervthing is richt with racing.
He sngeests that we do nothing! What is
wrong, must be allowed to remain wrong!
He says that no good purpose will be
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achieved by the appointment of the pro-
posed select commiitee. He suggests we
could do what is necessary if members got
together and applied their combined efforts
to formulate appropriate amendments. Is
not a select committee the only means by
which members can achieve that very end?
There is no other machinery available
whereby members can get together, make ve-
search, instifute inquiries, and furnish re-
commendations. A seleet committee, chosen
as far as possible to be a true reflex of the
varying points of view expressed in the
House, could make an effort, after due in-
quiry, tn submit a remedy.

Mr. Styants: You cannot compel a mem-
ber of Parliament to give evidence before a
select commitice,

Mr. HUGHES: Would a member of Par-
liament refuse to give evidence before the
committee, if asked to do so?

Mr. Styants: That would be for each in-
dividual member to decide.

Myr. HUGHES: I cannot conceive that
any member of Parliament would refuse to
do so0, nor can I conceive of his being afraid

to say outside Parliament what he was
prepared to state before a sclect com-
mittee. I do not think any member wonld

desire to adopt that attitude. If the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie's statement he examined,
I am eonvineed it will prove much stronger
in favour of a seleet committee than in
opposilion to it. A select committee would
have the advantage in that a quasi judieial
tribunal would be established, and any per-
son having a point of view to stress could
appear hefore that body and give his evi-
dence. It would have the advantage of be-
ing able to engnge npon research, and con-
sideration could be given to the divergent
views to be expected. That could not be
done except by the selection of a commitiee
and the assembling of the people prepared
to express their divergent views, and that
can be done fairly regarding the adminis-
tration of that particular branech of our
laws. I contend the appointment of a select
committee would certainly do some good.
It would collect data and I am convinced
that the labours of the chosen five members
of the ITouse would not be in vain. The
member for Swan (Mr. Sampson), in his
own curiously inimitable fashion. snggested
that the inquiry propoesed would be too com-
prehensive. He said he would like it lim-
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ited to an investigation of one section of
racing. I imagine that if a member made
a statement in Perliament that in certain
departments of our administration and in
the application of certain sections of our
law, a number of things were wrong and
then suggested an inguiry into one phase
only, he would be asked, ‘‘What would be
the use of an inguiry like that? It would
be so ecircumseribed and limited that it
would not achieve anything.’’

Hon. P. Collier: That suggestion was
line with his limited capacity.

Mr. Sampson: There is evidence of in-
eapaeity in other sectiops.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. HUGHES: What would be the sense
of authorising an inquiry into starting-price
betting only? To my mind that would be
very unfair. If I aproached the House and
said, ‘‘Let us have an inquiry into starfing-
price betting only, although we know other
matters affecting racing are wrong,’’ what
could I expect? Members would point out
that there were other phases requiring at-
tention. There is the question whether or
not we should permit proprietary elubs to
continne or whether the W.A.T.C. has
treated some people fairly. Let us put that
aside and deal with one phase only—that is
the suggestion of the member for Swan.
It might be said that the proposal arose
from a desire to exercise a personal grudge
against someone or some club. That would
reduce what I suggest to the level of a
select eommittee that was recently ap-
pointed.

Mr. Sampson: But there is no question
of a personal grudge in this instanee!

Mr. HUGHES: At any rate, such a pro-
posal would reduce the inquiry I have in
mind to the level of the appointment to
which I have referred, and to which the
member for Swan gave his wholehearted
support.

Mr. Sampson: Which one do you mean?

Mr. HUGHES: I suggest that an inquiry
of this nature, to have any value at all,
should be sufficiently comprehensive to
cover the whole ramifications of the snbjeet
matter regarding which the investigation
was instituted; otherwise it would be lop-
sided and would involve a considerable
waste of time. Now we come to the mem-
ber for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan). He
said it was very unfair on my part to
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eriticise members of the W.A. Turf Clob as
they had no opportunity to reply. I am
constrained to agrec with the hon. member.
To attack & man or a body without the
party or parties ¢oneerned having a chance
to veply, is very unfair. I wonder if the
members of the W.A, Turf Club after read-
ing my specch in Parliament—I speak of
then as a corporate body and not as indi-
vidoals—felt hurt. If they did, I would
ask them to pause and think. How do they
eonsider & man feels, when the renewal of
his license has been refused by the W.A.
Turf Club, without his being given an op-
portunity to knew why it was not remewed
or the naturc of his offence? If the feelings
of the W.A. Turf Club members were
hurt, then they c¢an appreciate what
men in the position I have stated have
felt in the past. I admit it is unfair to
attack a person without that individual hav-
ing an opportunity to know what the attack
1s based on or having the right of reply
to charges levelled against him; but that
is the very complaint I have against

the W.A. Turf Club. By his de-
fence and This ecriticism of me, the
member for Nedlands has  justified

my complaint. People carrying on their
ordinavy business as hookmakers, jockeys
or trainers have to apply periedically for
the yenewal of their licenses. At times those
licenses are not venewed, without any inti-
mation that the individuvals concerned have
done anything wrong or their being given
opportunities to answer complaints about
their eonduct. Their licenses are simply just
not renewed,

Hon. P. Collier: Hitlers!

Mr. HUGHES: That his lieense is not
renewed is o reflection upon the individual
eoncerned, The general impression—quite
properly, I submit—is that if a man’s license
ts not renewed, he has heen guilty of some
mal-praetice that would warrant the non-
renewal of his license. Such a man Is in
the unfortunate position of having no indi-
eation given him as to why his lieense has
been refused, and so he is thrown back on
his imagination, YLet members consider the
invidious position of tha man who is thrown
hack on to his conseience to determine just
what sin of commission has occasioned the
action against him. The next time I pre-
sent myself at the W.A. Turf Club, unless
I am warned off.
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Mr. Withers: You would possibly know
the reason why.

Mr. HUGHES: 1 would eertainly nave
to exercise my imagination, and if I did so,
I would probably arrive at the conelusion
that the action against me was in revenge
for something I had said in Parliament.
Yet that might not be the reason at all. The
W.A. Turf Club committee might con-
sider that I bad worked a big commission
and secured a lot of money. That will indi-
cate to members the unfortunate position in
which & man finds bhimself when he has to
resort to his own imagination. The W.A.
Turf Club does not do to people it has
dealt with what I myself did to the W.A.
Turf Club before I eriticised that body in
Parliament. 1 went to the head of the Turf
Club and said, “Surely youn can tell a man
what he has done.” The reply I got was,
“We cannot do that because we might risk
a libel action.” To that I said, “Why not
get the man into a room with you. There
will be only two persons present, and ne
question of a third party. You counld then
tell him what was the maiter and give him
a chance to say, ‘In this case you have made
a mistake’ . The reply to that was a de-
finite “No.” I bave been to the secrelary
of the W_A. Turf Club more than onee and
1 have heen to the president of the club.
I have asked them why they do not tell the
men the reason for the action taken agamst
them, but they will not take the risk in-
volved. If men connected with the turf
have done wrong, they must suffer the con-
sequent penalties, but the W.A. Turf Club
will not adopt the attitude I have suggested.
So, in reply to the member for Nedlands
(Hon. N. Keenan), I say that the injustice
I did the Turf Club, is the injustice that
body displays to those subject to its control,
and I have merely followed a bad example,
but to a lesser degree. At any rate, the
members of the W.A. Turf Club now know
what others feel in somewhat like cirenm-
stances. No body should desire power to de-
prive men of their livelihood without those
men being afforded an opportunity to de-
fend themselves. What a terrible thing it
would be if that principle applied in other
directions! I submit that is where we have
the basis in zupport of the case for an in-
qQuiry.

Now let me deal with the member for
Victoria Park (Mr. Raphsael), who is in a
very rational mood at present—being asleep!
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He made an attack upon the president of
the W.A, Trotting Association. Although
(loucester Park is in my electorate, I have
only on one oceasion spoken to the presi-
dent of the Assoeiation; that was wnen 1t
went to his office on business. I think the
member for Vietoria Park told the Honse
only haif the story. If he had taken us
fully into bis confidence, he could have told
us his real grievance against the president
of the Trofting Association. He could have
given us the details of the Belgian Betty
case. He would then have allowed us to
judge whether his remarks against that of-
ficial were justified. He would then have
trcated that gentleman fairly, 1t he
has a pgrudge rtegarding the Belgian
Betty case, why not divalge it to the pro-

posed select committee and  permit
the intercsted parties to show that
they had been unfairly treated? I do

not profess to know whether the Trotting
Association was right or wrong in the Bel-
gian Betty case.

Mr, Patrizk: What was that? 1 have not
heard of it.

Mr. HUGHES: I think the member for
Victorla Park was wrong in accepting one
side of the story only. 1 doubi whether he
has ever approached the president of the
W.A. Trotling Association and asked him
for his version of the Belgian Betty episode.
So if the president has been doing things
that are wiong, why should we noi have
that matter inquired into? It is important
because we vest, by law, in the Trotting
Association eertain powers, and if those
powers are being abused, as has heen
alleged by the member for Victoria Park,
surely the sooner they are investigated and
a report made to this Chamber the better for
all concerned. But no; the member for Vie-
toria Park makes his attack on the presi-
dent of the Trotting Associalion and then
says, “We are not going to have an in-
quiry. Having made my atlack I am not
prepared to give the president the oppor-
tunity to sfaie his side of the ease” If
an inquiry is conducted the president will
he able to state his case and the Belgian
Betty people will be able to state theirs.
With a limited knowledge of the fasts T think
the member for Victoria Park would then be
campelled to admit thgt what he had stated
was not all against the president. The hon.
member also said that the president of the
Trotting Association had become a rich man
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out of trotting. So far as I know the Trot-
ting Association js a body that is incorpor-
ated by law. 1t is compelled fo have trus-
tees, and its accounts are andited from fime
to time. The president has no individual
control over the funds, and he dare net take
1s, of the Trotting Association’s money for
his own purposes. If he did so he would
be in grave danger of having to answer
for the eonseaqumences. 1 understand that
Mr. Stration gefs certain expenses in con-
nection with the duties that he performs.
1 do pot see how a man could carry on the
presideney of such a body unless he received
an allowance for outgoings. Then the hon.
member mentioned the ease of trotting mare
Kay Francis. Kay Francis does not win
every Lime she starts, thongh I understand
she won cight races out of nine. I was
there one night and invested 10s. on her.

Mr. Styants: And she did not win!

Mr. HUGHES: No, it was the ninth time.
So I think the member for Vietoria Park
has made out & very strong case for inquiry,
and T am surprised that he is not prepared
to be fair to the president and to vote for
the motion. The hon. member would have
the opportunity of meeting the president
face to face. The president would say to
him, “Prove your allegations against me
whatever they ave, and T will reply to them.”

The member for Nelson (Mr, J. H.
Smith) said he had an open mind on the
question. He told the Hlouse that he knew
the racing game inside oul.

Member: e must have paid dearly for
his experience.

Mr. HUGGHES: Very likely. 1, too.
know semething about the racing game.
The member for Nelson has been a punter;
I have been a sueccessful punter. I have
been to the races and it cost me only a
fiver, but T suggest that the member for
Nelson did not know everything that was
going on while he was at the races, and
bhe could not know, either. He elaims that
a seleet committee will do no good hecause
we all know everything there is fo know
about the subject. 1In my opinion the
speeches made by memhers disclose that
they do not know anything about it. T my-
gelf, until I heard the memher for Ned-
lands earlier in the evening, was under the
impression that the racing elubs took the
whole of the fractions from the totalisator.
The member for Wedlands assures ws that
that was not so. T was not aware of that
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antil I beard the hon. member tell the
House, Next, the member for Vietoria Park
assured us that the member for Nedlands
was wrong. Thus it would appear that we

are not in possession of undisputed in-
formation. The member for Nelson alse

told us that if members opposed starting-
price betting they would probably lose
their seats af the next election. I do not
believe that,  Admittedly, wtamsting-price
bookmakers were a formidable foree at the
last elections. 1 should knew that beeause
1 had a Maginot Line all around me, and
those who were responsible for it spent
over £1,200 in my clectorate, and the
Electoral Aet was snspended.  Even then
they did not suceved in putting me ont.

T venturc to say that the punters them- -
selves ave not in faveur of the starting-
price hookmaker, There is not one punter
I know of who agrees with the limitation
of the odds. When a horse pays 23s. at
Pinjarra, the starting-price bhookmaker in
town pays only 17s. T do not know that
any punter is satisfied with that kind of
business. In my opinion, if we are to have
this form of hetting it should he controlled
and the profits devoted to some usefunl pur-
pose. But even on that question I am not
dogmatie. T put this to the member for
Nelson. Tn the ramifications of the raecing
business there are many complaints. For
instunee, a complaint that is nothing what-
ever to me now is that the hookmakers
ereated @ big fund before the last cleetion
and distributed that fund fofr election
purposes.  That is the allegation thai is
made. Sinee the election the small men in
the starting-priece husiness have got the
idea 1hat the hig men are frying to wipe
them out, and certain of the small men
who contributed to the fund have re-
peatedly asked those who eollected the
money to furnish a statement showing how
it was all distributed.

Mr, SPEAKER: I think the hon. mem-
her is now introducing new matter.

Mr. HUGHES: T respeetfully submit
Mr. Speaker that this matter was intro-
duced by the member for Nelson. He said
that he knew evervthing about racing and
its ramifiecations, while the member for
Middle Swan made a statement which I
think was even more serious than that made
by the member for Guildford-Midland when
he said that it was freelv stated with a
good degree of truth, that members of this
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House were engaged as starting-price book-
makers. It is hard to imagine a more
serious charge being made against a mem-
ber of Parliament. 1t is really a very seri-
ous statermeut to make that membhers of
this House are carrying on an illegal busi-
ness. They could only do it under Govern-
ment protection; they could not carry on
an illegal business unless it were under
Government protection., Then with regard
to the guestion of the tund to which | was
referring, that was raised by the member
for Nelson. The smaller men in the start-
ing-price business have asked for a state-
ment showing how the money was dis-
fribmted and they are not able to get it
from the hig men who collected it,  That
is a matter of public importance and
should be cleared up. There is nothing
wrong with asking that that be investi-
gated, and in the interests of evervhody
cleaned up. That, too, I submit would
come within the seope of the motion deal-
ing with the starting-price industry. Those
who are associated with it should have
nothing to fear from a fnll diselosure.
After all, if the fund was spent on the
return of certain members of Parliament,
the bookmakers were entitled to spend it
in that way. Indeed they lLad a perfect
right te do so, There are numerous in-
stances of a similar nature.

The Premier: And you want a select com-
mittee because those who subscribed to the
fund are denicd the information that they
are seeking.

Mr. HUGHES: No, that is & minor mat-
ter in connection with the whole business.
The memhber for Nelson also made the point
that if & person wanted to go to the race-
course he could do so and bet there in defi-
anee of the law. That is true. He added
also that if one of his electors not in the
position to go to a racecourse wanted fo have
a bet in town, he would be denied the privi-
lege because he would he breaking the law.
Surely that is the worst aspeet of this whole
business. The law is administered with dis-
crimination. I go further and say, “Why
use diserimination hetween the race-goer
and the non-race-goer?’ There is also dis-
erimination in the prosecution of the start-
ing-price hookmakers. Some men in my elec-
torate are prosecnted more frequently than
others.

Mr. J. Hegney: The poliee deny that.
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Mr. HUGHES: 1 have seen the Commis-
sioner of Police and tackled him, and he
could not deny it. He sent one of his officers
out to make inquiries, and the record showed
that one shop had seven couvictions recorded
against it while gther people bad not had a
conviction at all. The police records show
that that is so. The Commissioner of Police
says that so far as he is concerned there is
no discrimination, but I know from the re-
ports in the daily paper that the occupiers
of these shops are not prosecuted in fheir
turn.

The Premier: Some people rob others for
six months before being ecaught,

Mr. HUGHES: But has the Premier
heard of a police officer who has seen a man
commit u theft, and then do nothing?

The Premier: No.

Mr. HUGHES: Neither have I, but the
police pass by people who are breaking the
law and do nothing. They went past one
shop in Fitzgerald-street to the shop of
another man a ¢hain away and he was fined
£100. That happened quite recently. Who
owns the lucky shop? That is the point.
Rather than have the present unfair state
of things continue, it would be better to in-
stitute no prosecutions at all. If we let one
offender go, we should let them all go. I
submif that the man in Fitzgerald-street,
who was arrested and fined £100, although
lie was breaking the law, was doing no more
than was his neighbour a few doors away
and he went scot free. The man who was
prosecuted had a legitimate cause for com-
plaint on the ground of unfair discrimina-
tion.

This sort of thing has a very bad influ-
ence and is breaking down the morale of
the police force. Young men are taken into
the force and trained to arrest some law-
breakers hut not others; they have to walk
past the shop of one man and arrest another
man. That is destroying the very basis on
which a police officer serves, and conveys
the impression that he is the judge of
whether the law shall be enforced. He is.
being placed as a sort of court of appeal
over and above Parliament., No worse in-
fluence than that could be introduced into
the public life of the State, If we are going
to allow hetting on or off the raceconrse, let
us have it, but it is wrong to say that one
person may bet against the law and another
may not.
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I submit that no case has been made out
against the motion for an inquiry and that
such an inquiry is long overdue. It would
be the means of enabling much data to be
collected and collated; it would give public
hodies and interested parties an opportunity
to appear before the committee and state
their case. If an inquiry was held, what
would be wrong with allowing starfing-price
bookmakers io state their case? What would
be wrong with allowing the representatives
of the churches to put their views? No bet-
ter information could be secured to form the
basis for reviewing our legislation, and I
think members will agrec that a review of
our racing legislation is long overdue. 1
hope the motion will be carried.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . .- . .. 16
Noes e . 27
Majority against .. 11
AYES.
Mr. Berry AMr Keenan
Mr. Borle Mr, Marshall
Mre. Cardell-Oliver Mr. McLarty
Mr. Colller Mr. North
Mr, J. Hegney Mr. Seward
Mr. Hill Mr. Shearn
Mr, Hughes gr. Eﬁ'mmou
Mr. Johnson t. Doney
T { Teller.)
NOES.
Mr. Coverley Mr, Sampson
Mr. Cross Mr, F. C. L. Smith
Mr, Fox Mr. 1. H. Smith
Mr. Hawke Mr. Styants
Mr, W. Hegney Mr, Thorn
»Mr, Holman Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Lambert Mr. Triat
Mr. Leahy Mr, Waorner
Mr. Millington Mr. Watts
Mr. Needham Mr, Willeock
Mr. Nulsen Mr. Wise
Mr. Panton Mr, gi]thers
Mr. Patrick Mr. ilson
» ) ! (Teller.}

Mr. Raphael
Question thus negatived.

MOTION—UNEMPLOYED, HOMES.
Building Materials and Land Allotments.

Debate resnmed from the 13tk Septem-
ber on the following motion by Mr. Sampson
(Swan) :—

That, in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that in order to assist approved un-
employed or partially unemployed residents
of the State to provide homes for themselves,
the Government should supply the requisife
material for the erection of such homes and,
where necessary, should alse make available
suitable allotments of land for the purpose,

[ASSEMBLY.]

the work of erecting sueh homes to be carried
out by the persons so benefiting; technical
assistance, if required, to be provided.

MB. TRIAT (Mt. Magnet) [9.8]: I have
some sympathy with the motion moved by
the member for Swan. My opinion ex-
pressed in the House sometime ago was
that every man, especially every married
man, is entitled to receive the consideration
of having a home of his own. The member
for Swan certainly proposcs to give every
man an opportunity to get a home of some
deseription, provided he is supplied with
the home by the people of the State. ‘I'o a
great extent I agree with that suggestion,
but at the same time I realise that if a pro-
position of the kind was submitted to this
House, members would not sanction it. The
right of a man to have a home without any
payment being made by him is not one that
everybody would subseribe to, but I think
that the right to a house on terms within
his means is one that everybody would sub-
seribe to. While I agree largely with the
sentiments cxpressed by the hon. member,
I cannot approve of the method by which
he wonld have such homes provided. The
hon, member proposes that in order to as-
sist approved unemployed or partially un-
employed residents of the State to provide
homes for themselves, the Government
shonld supply thé requisite material for the
erection of such homes and where necessary
should also make available snitable allot-
ments of land for the purpose. That means
that everybody in the State, whether em-
ployed, partially employed or unemployea,
could apply to the Government for a home.

Mr. Sampson: But it would be granted
only in approved cases.

Mr. TRIAT: It would rest with the Min-
ister or the officer in charge to determine
whether the applicant was suitable or other-
wise. T think the Government could assist
people who have not the means to provide
homes for themselves by supplying them
with material at a reasonable price, in fact,
at cost price. I would support any motion
that would provide for people in partial
employment having the right to build a
home under those conditions.

Another factor that has a big bearing on
the question is where homes of that type
could be erected. Many of the municipabi-
ties and road boards will not permit people
to build homes unless they comply with
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specifications laid down in the by-laws of
the local eunthority. Many of the employed
or partially employed people would be
located in areas so far from their work
that it would be impossible for them to pro-
vide for means of transport. The buildings
sanctioned by the Workers’ Homes Board
have a minimum ecost of £360. That infor-
mation was given to me by an officer of the
board. The deposit is £5, and a light ren-
tal is charged to pay off the balance. The
officer told me that there is not a distriet
in the city area and that there are very
few areas in the suburbs where the loecal
authorities will permit houses of that type
to be erected.

Mr. Cross: That is wrong,

Mr. TRIAT: That is the information
given to me.
Mr. Cross: The Workers' Homes Board

authorities know differently.

Mr. TRIAT: The officer told me that
wooden homes may be crected only in cer-
tain places and they were homes of the
£360 type; in other areas that have  the
advantage of speedy transport facilities, a
home has to be of greater value. I think
the officer was net far out in the informa-
tion he gave me. fA home of thal type can-
not be built in a reasonably near suburb.

Mr. Withers: It would have to be more
than a mile from the Town Hall

Mr. TRTAT: I am very keen on securing
an extension of the prineiple of providing
reasonable homes for the workers, whether
they are located in the metropolitan area
or on the goldfields, and I shall support
any scheme that offers the prospect of
providing reasonablc homes for married
men, T have had oceasion to speak of the
practice adopted by the Workers’ Homes
Board when dealing with applications for
homes on the goldfields. In centres where
the population has more than doubled in the
last two years, not a worker’s home has
been built. A home of a valme of £200 to
£350 wonld be quite suitable for those areas,
and the pcople would be prepared to huy
homes of those types. They are prepared
to purchase such homes if only they are
made available. Many people not associated
with the goldfields seem to think that a man
can {ake his wife and family to the fields and
live in a tent, but I would impress upon
such members that the age of tents is past.
The building of workers’ homes and, in faet,
of homes of any description on the gold-
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fields eould he undertaken at a profit by ihe
board. A cheaper type of house than that
which has been built in the Kalgoorlie area
would he guite suitable. T intend to move
an amendment to the meofion. I do not
know that it will cover all T desire, but it
will go further than the proposal of the
member for Swan. I move an amend-
ment—

That all the worda after ‘‘desirable’’ be

struck out and the following words inserted
in lien:—‘to extend urnder the Workers’
Homes Act the building of workers® homes
of the same type as the group settlers’ homes
at a cost of £200 to £360 to workers in centres
where such class of home can be crected; also
to provide the building ready cut out for
erection when required, and that when de-
sired partially employed workers be supplied
with building material at cost price.
That would give a man who was partially
employed an opportunity to have a home
huilt in a distriet where such homes were
permitted to be built, and fo get it at cost
price. Bevond that I would not be pre-
pared to go. I do not think members of
this Chamber would agrec fo supply ma-
terial at no cost at all, to unemployed
workers, The member for Swan will, I
irust, accept my amendment, which will for-
ther his purpose. Every man is entitled to
a home, and I am prepared to enable him
to secure it.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan—on amendment)
[9.16]: I appreciate the sympathetic expres-
sions of the member for Mt. Magnet (Mr.
Triat), but the sympathy has rather died out
as regards the amendment. I fear, however,
the suggestion that buildings at a cost of
£250 would render the proposition impossible
as regards unemployed or partly unemployed
persons. My object is to give consideration
to those who are placed in an exceptionally
difficult situation. I realise that on account
of the building laws of various municipal-
ities and some road hoards, a small cheap
building such as would be possible under the
proposal of the motion would not be com-
petent for erection in the areas of some
loeal authorities. For hlocks of land of three
to five acres in the outer suburban districts
and in the environs of couniry towns, the
proposal contained in the motion is one that
would greatly assist some who, because of
pressure, are unable to meet the cost re-
quired hy the Workers’ Homes Board or the
suggestion contained in the amendment. T



1496

hope that the amendment will not be car-
ried, and that subsequently the motion will
be carried.

Amendment put and negatived.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan—in reply) [9.18]:
As I have stated, my proposition is to make
possible the provision of building material
to enable approved unemployed or partly
unemployed to obtain their own homes.
.Some unemployed or partly unemployed
would be unable to carry out the technical
work, unable to take charge, as it were, of
the carpentry work necessary in the erec-
tion; and so the motion provides that where
required, teehnical assistance shounld he far-
nished.

Mr. SPEAKER: I draw the hon. mem-
ber's aitention to the fact that he is cntitled
to reply only to what has been said in the
<course of dehate.

Mr. SAMPSOXN: Quite so. I propose to
Teply to the remarks of the Minister for
Works. That Minister did make references
along those lines. There is in many centres
diffienlty in building a very cheap type of
home. Nevertheless there are nmnerous dis-
tricts where the building by-laws are by no
means severe; and there, T am quite sure,
it world he possible, if the motion received
the Government’s approval, for much-needed
help to be given to those on whose behalf the
motion is brought forward. The Minister
Teferred to workers’ homes., The matier of
workers’ homes calls for big cxpense over a
Tong period. Though admittedly the worker’s
home is an exeellent proposition, a very good
proposition for a man in regular work, it is
not practicable for those who are subject
to seasonal or intermittent work, as is the
case with so many relief workers and also
with small setblers. A suggestion was made
‘that a small-loans scheme might do what is
necessary, but the relative Aect does
not give the needed power for crection of
buildings in the ahsence of secority; and
it is for those who suffer from the ahsence
of seeurity that the motion has heen
specially moved. After.all, the small-loans
secheme refers more to buildings and repair
of buildings already in existence. The
MeNess homes have been mentioned; and
undouhtedly those homes represent a magni-
ficent scheme.  They eost approximately £350
—or more now, heeause unfortunately the
cost of huilding material is ever on the up-
The huildings at Herdsman Lake

wrade.

{ASSEMBLY.}

are gimple buildings; but their eost, T be-
lieve, was not less than £250. They have
hecn crected now for many years, and prob-
ably the cost of erecting them to-day would
be over £300. The Minister referred to
shacks erected at Canning Dam. The shack
for the single person, an unlined dwelling,
cost for material £36; and if lined the cost
was £48. The two-roomed shack—for the
married man, [ understand—eost £135. I
must acknowledge that I was surprised
when I heard these costs stated, but I pre-
sume they include labour. I remind the
Housc that T pointed out that persons ap-
proved under the material for homes pro-
posal would, with the help in cases where
such was needed, erect their own homes.

Mr, Warner: Would you give anthority
to have those shacks erected close to the
town?

Mr. SAMPSON: It wonld all depend
upon whether there are building by-laws, It
is not every district where objection is
raised so long as ample air spaee is provided.
The wmaterial, as suggested in my speech
introducing the subject, was to eost from
£64 to £84. If a brick chimney were erected
in place of an iron chimney, the cost would
he inercased by approximately £13.

In eonnection with the proposition, I sub-
mitted to the Fouse a number of plans
which T have had prepared. Certainly the
buildings are simple, but homes would be
provided. I say again that the expenditure
of this meney in approved eases wonld be
a practieal proposition, Every ease would,
of course, be considered on its merits; and
I would usk, if the proposal is approved,
that the Workers’ Homes Board be the
authority te arrive at the decision. In the
road distriet of Melville, east of Freman-
tle, some buildings were erected several
years ago. 1 know the then Premier, Sir
James Mitehell, showed himsell quite sym-
pathetic; and a few buildings were erected.

Mr. Warner: Sir James Mitchell would
be sympathetic all right.

Mr. SAMPSON: The cost of the material
at that time, I understand, was £50. Those
buildings are now used by families, whose
outlook for that reason is very much better
than it conld have been otherwise, I admit
there may he some question about the period
during which there should be no interest
aharged, but hon. members will realise
that in a ver» gimple huilding such as
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would be erceted from material not costing
in excess of £84 there would be additional
work required. After the three years there
was to be an interest charge of 5 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: Yom are not
stone-walling, are you?

Mr. SAMPSON: T thauk the Mimster,
and I will accept the suggestion. In eon-
clusion let me say that there is very little
opportenity indeed for many of these un-
<mployed or partiy unemplo¥yed people unless
the preposition meets with some approval.
I have received a letter which replies to most
of the objections raised by the Minister;
but in view of the suggestion made by one
who T venture to hope is a sympathiser, I
shall not read it. I want to put up a prae-
tical proposition to the Minister. I asked in
the course of my remarks that he might as
an cxperiment, after careful consideration
in the case of cvery request made, approve
of the supply of 30 lots of material. That
would mean polential homes for 50 unem-
ployed or partly unemployed men and their
families—the wife and possibly a child
or two. I will make a bargain with the
Minister.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
cannot make any bargain now, unless the
mafter was brought op in debate.

Mr. SAMPSON: This was asked for by
me in my remarks.

The Premier: And now you are replying
to yourself.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 am replying to the
Minister. I regret that the Premier did not
speak and that thereforce I cannot reply to
him. Had the hon. gentleman spoken, this
motion might have been passed on the night
when it was introdnced. Flowever, he did
not speak. But I must veply to the Minis-
ter for Works. It was suggested that 50
homes be decided on as a trial. If the Min-
ister does approve of that, I will under-
take to provide for five of them. I do not
think there is much risk about it; in my
opinion, it will prove to be one of the finest
propositions submitted to the House.

Mr. Hughes: Do not you think people
swould be helped to aequive homes if second
morlgagees were a little more reasonable?

Mr. SAMPSON: Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
thing to do with the motion,

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not think it has,
but peculiar ideaz are floating around the

That has no-
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Chawmber to-night; and perhaps, by some
streteh of the Imagination, there is an asso-
ciation of ideas. I suggest the Minister
should agree to the motion. To show my
hona hdes, I will, as I have said, provide
material for tive homes myself. I submit
the motivn in (he hope that members will
give it their approval.
Question put and passed.

MOTION—NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT,

T Disullow Regulations.

Nebate resumed from the 20th September
on the Jrollowing motion by ir. Boyle
(Avon) :—

That Regulubions Nos, 17, 13, 23, 24, 30, 31,
32, 59, A3, 54, b4, 63, 73, 73, 76, 80, S1, 85, $8,
89, 94, 99, 106G, 1061, 108, 142, and 144 of the
regulations made wnder the Nutive Adminis-
tration  Act. 1903-1936, ias published in the
“Government Gazette’' of the 8th Septemnber,
1939, and laid upon the Tuable of the Housc
on the 12th September, 1939, be and are
hereby disallowed.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon, A. A, M. Coverley—EKimber-
Jex) [9.32]: T wish to suy a few words in
upposition to the motian, T appreciate the
manner in whieh the member for Avon
(Mr. Boyle) spoke and also his kindly
references to myself, as Minister for Native
Affairs. Ha told the House that he thought
that I, as Minister, would adopt a sympa
thetic attitude to all the various native prob-
lems that came hefore me. Mr. Boyle having
introduecd the matter in that way, I thought
he had given close consideration to the regu-
lations to which he objected. 1 am afraid,
however, he did not give them that usual
close attention which he gives to other mat-
ters upon which he addresses the Chamber.
He remarked that, having closely examined
the regulations in question, he could find very
little difference between them and the regu-
lations disallowed by Parliament last year.
He added that in one or two instances the
word ‘Mimister” had repladed the word
“Commis=ioner.” Apart from that observa-
tion, he really said very little in support of
his opposition to these regulations.

My analysis of the regulations now hefore
Parliament and the rcgulations disallowed
by the House last year shows that last ses-
sion 65 rezulations were ohjected to. Of
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that number, 24 were re-cast and altered. Of
the 32 rogulations objected to by the mem-
ber for Avon, he requested permission
when moving the motion, to withdraw
one, thus leaving 31 vegulations objected
to, eompared with G5 objected to last
session. Those figures can he confirmed by
hon. members, who will see that the present
regulations ave vastly different from those
objected to last year. Had the member for
Avon said that the present regulations had
not been altered in principle, I would have
agreed with him, hecause the principle of the
regnlations is practically the same, They
are framed for the purpose of administering
the Act.

I have made » further analysis, the result
of which T will give for the bonefit of mem-
bers. An hon. member in another plaee last
session ohjected to cight regulations, six of
which were altered to conform to his objec-
tions. The member for Kanowna (Hon, E.
Nulsen), to whom the member for Avon
referred on one oeccasion, raised objeetions
to nine regulations last year, four of which
have been re-dvafted. Some of the regula-
tions objected to by that hon. member were
also objected to by other members. There
was duplication in the regulations objested
to. Another hon. member in another place
objected to 18 regulations, eight of which
have been re-east to conform with the argu-
ment advanced by him. I eould not do more
than revise the regulations in accordance
with the argnments addueed by the members
who objected to them. The member for
Perth (Mr. Needham) objected to six regu-
lations, and I myself objected to four.
Another member, who unfortunately is not
with us to-day, objeeted to 12 regulations.
In all, a total of G5 vregulations were
ohjected to. T do nof wish to deal with the
65 regulations that the member for Avon
said were similar on this occasion, but with
the 31 regulations to which he raised objec-
tions. Of the 31 regulations, the hon, mem-
her gave reasons for objecting to nine; he
glossed over another 16, giving no reason
whatever., 1 am at o loss to make a reply
in respect of the 16 regulations. I will,
however, explain them for the benefit of
the hon, member and of other members who
may be interested enough to listen.

Dealing with Regulation No. 17, the hen.
member said the Minister already had the
power under the Aect which he was claiming
under the regulation. I interjected and

[ASSEMBLY.)

asked him to read Section 12 of the Aect.
The kon. member then said he would make
his statement in his own way, to which of
course I had no objection. I draw the
attention of members to Seetion 12 of the
Act, which reads—

The Minister may eause any native to be
removed to and kept within the boundary of
a reserve, district, institution, or hospifal, or
to be removed from one reserve, distriet, in-
stitution, or hospital to another reserve, dis-
triet, institution, or Thospital, and kept
therein.

Any native who shall refuse to be so re-
moved to or kept within such reserve, distriet,
institution, or hospital, shall be guilty of an
offence against this Act.

Regulation 17 reads—

At any time after the Minister has decided
pursuant to Section 12 of the Aet to cause
any native to be removed to and kept within
the boundaries of a reserve, distriet, institu-
tion or hospital, or to be removed from one
regerve, district, institution or hospital to
another reserve, distriet, institotion or hos-
pital and kept therein, he may issue his war-
rant aceording to the Form 6 in the Schedule
hereto, direeted to all or any officers of the
police of the State directing them to remove
sueh native and convey him within the boun-
darics of the rescrve, distriet, institution or
hospital or from one reserve, distriet, institu-
fion or hospital to and within another and
him safely to lkeep during the Minister's
pleasure within the reserve, district, institu.
tion or hospital to and within which he shall
be conveyed pursuant to the warrant.

The regulation merely gives the Minister
power to do what the Act instruets him to
do. The Aet provides that the Minister
shall do something, but does not say how it
is to be done. The Act does not say whether
the Minister himself is to race up to the
North, arrest a native and place him on
another reserve, or how the Minister is to
operate the section. Regulation 17 gives
the Minister power to employ the police
throughout the State to earry out the duties
imposed upon him by Section 12 of the
Act.

The hon, member did not state his reason
for objecting to Regulation 1S. Actually,
however, that regulation is purely conse-
quential on Regulation 17. Before leaving
Regulation 17, I desire to say for the in-
formation of members that there has been a
revolution in the building of hospitals for
natives in the North-West during the last five
or six years. The Government has erected
a leprosarium at Derby costing £16,000.
The Government has also gone to the expense
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of erecting large, up-to-date native hospitala
at Wyndham, Derby and Broome. Further,
the Government has appointed a travelling
medieal officer at a salary of £1,000 per
annum, plus travelling expenses. That was
done pursuant to the report of the Royal
Commissioner, Mr. Moseley. Tt had been
pointed out that very many natives were
suffering from contagious diseases, and
therefore these hospitals were provided so
that the sufferers might receive medieal
attention., The Government, having ex-
pended the taxpayers’ money to that
extent, should surcly have power to force
natives suffering from contagions dis-
cases to enter a hospital where they
enp  receive necessary medical attention.
If hon. members agree to the disallowance
of that regnlation they will not be doing a
service to the natives. What they will do
in effect will be to instruct me to inform
the Government that it is wasting money on
hospitals and leprosariums and that it might
as well retain that money for other pur-
poses. No native, of his own accord, will
Jeave a reserve to go to hospital. As the
Government has gone to the expense of
erecting hospitals and appointing doetors
it is necessary to have this regulation, be-
cause many natives must be forced to leave
their particular hunting grounds. It is not
right that people suffering from leprosy
and other contagious diseases should be al-
lowed to run loose just because they dislike
going into hospital for treatment. We shall
cither have to agree to this regulation or
close the hospitals. Regulation Ne. 18 is
consequential on Regulation No. 17. It
states—

(a) When the Minister has «]irec_ted. a
native to be removed to a reserve, district, in-
stitution or hospital, and such native has been
so removed, such native shall not leave the
reserve, distriet, institution or hospital with-
out permission of the Minister.

(b) Provided that any such native whose
conduet, after admission, is unsatisfactery to
the relative seperintendent or manager and
is likely to disturb discipline and good order
ns the last resort may be required by the
superintendent or manager to leave a reserve,
district, institution or hospital,

There are times when a native who has
Dheen placed in some particular reserve or
institution may, as is indicated in the reg-
ulation, be a disturbing element with the
result that the department or the superin-
tendent of a mission or Governmenti-con-
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trolled institution, as the case may be, may
wish to transfer him to some other place.
That would not oeeur very often; but it has
ocenrred, and the administrator, whoever he
may be, must have the power provided in
the regulation. Regulation No. 24 is one
with which the member for Avon (Mr.
Boyle) disagreed, but he gave no reasons for
his disapproval. The regulation reads—

Whenever any person other than a native
for any stated rcason desires to enter a re-
serve, the Commissioner may reguire such
person to enter into a bond in respect to any
sum which may be named thercin, or to de-
posit with him a like sum guaranteecing the
observance during oceupation of the reserve
of such conditions as may be required to be
inclunded in an authority to enter. When such
hond or deposit has been supplied to the
satisfaction of the Commissioner he may
racommend the Minister to grant an authority
to enter aceordingly, and the Minister may
in his discretion eause the same to be issued.
Any authority so issved may stipulate a time
limit agreed upon. The bond shall be accord-
ing to Form 7, and the authority to enter
shall be according to Form 8 of the Schedule.
The hon. member gave no particular reason
for the disallowance of this regulation, but
I would point out to the House that Section
14 of the Act states—

It shall not be lawful for any person other
than an aboriginal to enter or remain, or he
within the boundaries of a reserve for any
purpose whatsgever, unless he is a super-
intendent or a person acting under his diree-
tion, or a person authorised in that behalf
under the regulations.

Apart from a missionary or a protector of
natives, no person other than a native is
entitled to enter a reserve. There are, how-
ever, oceasions when the department desires
to give special permission to certain people
to enfer a reserve. For instance, there are
scientists and others who wish to do so for
scientifie purposes. Under the Act we
cannot give them permission. There are
many other reasons why the department
may want authority to issue special per-
mission to people to enter a reserve, Re-
cently an application was made to me, as
Minister controlling native affairs, for per-
mission for a person to enter a reserve to
cut timber for the Yampi Sound Iron Ore
Mining Company. In my opinion, I should
have given him that permission, subjest to
certain restrictions. I do not think that in-
dustry in the North should be penalised
simply because a particular area of land
within some miles of Yampi Sound is
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classed as a native reserve. 1t is mot fair
that those engaged in industry shounld have
to come to Perth to purchase sawn timber,
or to cut bush timber for shipment to the
North, when there is any amount of timber
on the native reserve that could be used
for their purposes. Under the Act there
is no authority to give special permission te
people to cut timber. Again, all the pearl-
ers repair their own boats with bush timber,
that is, locally grown timber. They mostly
build their vessels with local timber, but
under the Act none of the fimber cutters
would have the right without authority to go
on a native reserve to cut the timber they
needed. Nobody has been prosecuted up to
date for this offence. The department has
not taken the opportunity to prosecute every
person who has gone on to the reserve to
eut timber. There have been many instances
in whick the department has had to prose-
cute people for going on to the veserve, not
to cut timber but for other reasons. Hon.
members will agree that the department
should have authority fe issue permission
for entry upon a reserve in instances such
as T have menlioned. XNo complaint should
be made against the department’s desiring
power to give effect to the Aet in a fit and
proper manner. Objection was raised to
Regulation No. 30, but the member for Avon
did not give any reason for his disapproval.
That regulation states—

No livestork belenging to any inmate shall
remain within any institution or regerve with-
out the authority of the superintendent or
manager. Such steck shall be removed when
directed or may be turned off the reserve or
destroyed.

I am surprised that the hon. member, be-
ing a practical farmer, objects to a regula-
tion of that description. I can imagine
what would happen if a half-caste went to
his farm secking a job as a shearer and
taking with him a horse that had a ¢old or
a touch of pneumonia or strangles. 1 can
imagine the hon. member telling the half-
easte what to do with that horse. The Gov-
ernment controls three cattle stations. Some
of the natives on the stations have horses
of their own. Those animals are generally
fairly old and worn out before they are
presented to the blackfellows. We should
have the power to destroy old and diseased
animals or any that chance to be bogped
in a decent water hole or that have
strangles. There is no need to stress the
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importance of that regulation and I think
members on the other side of the House will
support me in my desire to retain it.

ilon. U, G. Latham: 1 think you are exag-
gevating, .

The MINISTER +#0d4 THE NORTH-
WEST: The hen. member should know the
position in a place like Quairading, where
many nalives have horses. If any of those
animals should become aged and diseased
and reel on the road, the l.cader of the
Opposition  will  agver that it =henld
not be revived. The nmse of the wood axe
would be the quickest and cheapest way
out.

Mr. Warner: There is a difference be-
tween the size of a furm and that of a
native reserve.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I believe the reserve at Quairad-
ing consists of about 1,000 acves, huat it
would not feed two horses for 12 months.
1 would not expect a horse to get a living
out of that eountry. There are smaller re-
serves with a similar  earrying  eapacity.
Probably the regulation wonld not be used
in those eases beeanse the natives value their
animals and would probably be very friendly
with the farmers who would allow them to
paddock animals that were reasonably sound.
We do, however, desive this regulation to
control diseased stock on native reserves,
which, in the North, might be elassed as
cattle stations. I do not think we should
he expected to allow discased horses on a
reserve like Moola Bulla. Regulation No.
31, to which the hon. member ohjected,
states—

No person shall take or attempt to fake
photographs of any kind whatseever upon or
within any institution or reserve for natives
without the permit of the Minister.

{(b) The Minister may grant a permit in
sueh form as he may think fit to any person
desiring to take photographs upon or within
an institution or a reserve for aatives upon
and subjeet to such conditions and restrice-
tions as he may think fit to impose and shall
specify in sueh permit.

[ am sure the hon. member when objecting
to this particular regulation had no idea of
its purport. It is necessary to have author-
ity to give certain people permission to take
photographs for scientific purposes and for
other reasons. The department desives con-
trol over the photocraphing of natives, be-
cause on one or two ocea<ions certain photo-
graphs have heen taken of naked gins. I de
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mot know that any hon, member desires to
permit that kind of thing. The member for
Avon became very ezcited over this regula-
tion. He said he had taken photographs
himself, and was not prosecuted. That
surely is evidence that the department does
not enforee the law stupidly. I do not think
the hon. member would take objectionable
photographs of the kind I have referred to,
but I know that such photographs have been
taken. I have not been told that by the
.administrator of the department, but know
it personally. But beeause I had the temer-
ity to reintroduce this regulation, the Leader
of the Opposition referred to me as a de-
partmental puppet.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I have not spoken
-on the motion.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: By interjection the Leader of the
Qpposition said I was a departmental pup-
pet.

The Minister for Lands: He makes a lot
of his specches like that.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: T have not admitted that charge,
‘but I want to save the natives from the de-
praved type of mind to which I have re-
ferred and I would expect the Leader of
the Opposition te support me rather than
to wax sarcastic.

Hon, C. G. Latham: T am not very sar-
castie,

The MTINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I hope the hon. member will join
the deeent-minded people and allow this
reenlation to stand.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T think I am deecent-
minded.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: As a matter of faet, I think so too
and T hope the regulation will not be dis-
allowed. The hon. member gave reasons
why he disagreed with vegmlation 32, and
said it would destroy the initiative of nn-
tives. Tt reads—

No person shall, either within or without
the houndaries of any institution or reserve
for natives, contraet or negotiate with any
native whilst he is residing in such institu-
tion or reserve for the manufacture for such
person, or purchase or attempt to purchase or
negotiate for the purchase from such native
of or obtain or attempt to obtain by gift or
otherwise from any such native any weapen,
implement, utensil or other object of native
manufacture or construction, including wear-
ing apparel of any sort.
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There are two reasons why the depart-
meni{ asked for this control. It desires
to control the commercialisation of natives
which bas occurred in  the past. It
wishes to prohibit trading with natives
in that respect. Furthermore, many con-
tagious diseases oceur amongst natives in
the North-West, We desire to prohibit the
purchase of native weapons and the like
from the North-West lest they should be
brought into the southern arveas. People
who buy such articles from nntives know
nothing about the diseases that exist
amongst them, and if they did know would
shun the natives. Many natives in the
Derby district do eertain work for purpeses
of sale. For the protection of people who
do not know what they are buying, this
regulation ought toe he allowed fe stand.
No reason was given hy the membher for
Avon for his objection to Regulation 39,
which reads—

All letters to and from the inmates of an
institution shall pass through the hands of
the superintendent or manager, who may in
his discretion withhold them £from tranamis-
sion or return them to the writer.

There is no erime ahbout such a regulation.
It refers only to wards of the State. Such -
a regulation ix imposed in the case of
white wards of the State, but nothing is
said against it.  When it is applied to
native wards, it hecomes n erime. At
Wyndham a native ward, who had learned
to write, wrote from the mission to a
Chinesn storckeeper in the town. The let-
ter was interesting, for it purported to be
an order for a lot of maferial ta he sent
by the Chinaman to the mission by logger.
The letter was ecnsored, and the order did
not arrive. But for the fact that the letter
was censored, the order would have gone
to Wyndham. As it was, publicity was
given to the incident. There is. thercfore,
some semblance of sense about this regula-
tion. No ohjection is raised to it as ap-
plied to white wards of the State. After
all, there is nothing verv terrible about it.

The next regulation to which the hon.
member uvhjected was No. 53, He said
that he had a partienlar anthority to
guide him in disagreeing with it. I
wish to say quite modestly that I am that
authority. As I have stated, the hon.
member has not closely studied any of these
regulations. T did nnt object to this par-
ticular regulation. There is a vast differ-
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ence hefween the one I objected to last
session, and the regulation fo which the
hon. member has objected. I hope mem-
bers will accept my word that the regula-
tion I objected to is that which appears
in “Hansard.” It is very difierent in word-
ing from Regulation 53 that is now in force,
as members can sce for themselves by com®
paring them. There is now a vast differ-
ence in the meaning of the present regu-
lation—as will he seen from the inelusion
of the word “paid” before “employment”
and the incluzion of other words—and
that to whick objection was raised last
year. The hon. member quoted “Han-
sard” to show that I was very empbhatic
and strong in my profest against the regn-
lation. I should, therefore, like to read a
few words of what I said last year in that
conneetion, My remarks were as follows:—
T realise that regulations must be framed
50 that the Aet may be properly administered.
No (doubt many of these regulations are in
the opinion of the department requisite to
enable it to ecarry out its administrative
duties. Several of them would bhe all right if
we were in a position to alter words here and
there.
The hon. member forgot these words, and
" said I was cmphatic in protesting against
the regulation. I paid the department the
courtesy of saying T wrealised that it
wished to have the regulation agreed to,
and that some of the other regulations
would he all right if we could alter a word
here and there. My objection was that
the wording was incorrect. I was not
m a position to ve-model the regula-
tions, hecause under the Standing Orders
members are not permitted fo alfer the
wording of regulations, and T was,
therefore, oblized to move to disacree
with the regulation in question and others.
That action has been misinterpreted to mean
that the regmlations were bitterly opposed
at the time, when actuoally that was not so.
I did not speak for or against any other
regulations exeept those with which I par-
tienlarly disagreed. I have now re-written
this regnlation in accordance with what I felt
at the time was necessary. I have done the
same with respeet to other regulations. The
veasons given by members for objecting to
them have been weighed, and we have en-
deavoured to frame the regulations in ac-
cordanee with their views. If I have failed
in that respect, it s bad luek for me, After
the explanation I have given, members must
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agree that the reguilation with which I dis-
agreed is entively different from the present
regulation 53. Regulation 64 reads—

Permits te employ must state where the
natives eovered by the permit are intended
to be employed. Natives in respect to whom
a permit or permits to employ on land have
been issued must not serve any person other
than the employer named in the permit dur-
ing the period covered by the permit, but
may work under the immedinte direction of
a competent employee other than a native, in
the service of the said employer. If any em-
ployer lends his natives to work for any other
employer who is not authorised under these
regulations to work the natives concerncd,
he commits a breach of these regulations.

I wish to explain that the permit to employ
nattves i3 a personal responsibility of the
person taking out the permit. I do not know
that there is anything wrong with such a
regulation. The law itself makes the per-
son take out the permit to employ natives,
and the permit is the responsibility of the
person who takes it out. The reason why
this regulation has been drafted is to pre-
vent the dummying of natives, or the lend-
ing of natives by one employer to another.
We had a recent experience in Broome
where a person who had no permit to em-
ploy natives borrowed a couple of natives
from someone who had a permit and was
employing natives. Both the two nattves,
from some unknown cause, were drowned
off a lugger. The person who held the per-
mit to employ them was unable to furnish
any explanation. He could give none, not
having been present at the time the acei-
dent oceurred. Members will recognise the
department’s difficulty in aseertaining the
eause of death of those two natives. An-
other consideration is that the permit is a
protection to the permit-holder, hecause he
has to pay into a medical fund for aceident,
sickness and so forth of the natives em-
ployed by him. Yet another consideration
is that some person who, in the eyes of the
department, is not a fit and proper person
to employ natives, and would not be given
a permit by the department to employ them,
might borrow natives from some person
holding a permit, and so would defeat the
aim of the department. Thus there are
three veasons why this regulation should he
allowed to stand.

Regulation 65 is consequential on No, (4.
No. 65 reads—

Natives employed by contract drovers, well-
ginlers, or other persons engaged under eon-
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tract with any particular employer, must be
covered by separate permit to be taken oul
by the person in charge as may be required
by the Protector., Any branch of any pas-
toral station or agricultural undertaking
whieh is under separate management or over-
sight shall be regarded as a separate pro-
perty for the purposes of these regulations.
The permit, as I have already stated, is the
personal responsibility of the person who
takes it out. In the northern porticns of
Western Australia many contract drovers
come along to. pick up a mob of sheep or
cattle. They may be short of plant. The
nataral thing then is for the station-owner
or station manager—who will not hand over
stock to a drover without a full com-
plement of plant and men to look after it
—to lend the drover a couple of natives.
That drover might bring the stock down to
Wiluna, get on the drunk, and forget all
about the natives. He may forget that he
has brought them down, and that he has the
responsibility of sending them back to the
station or locality from which they came.
Then the local policeman or protector picks
up the natives. He asks, “Where did you
come from?’ The native gives the name
of the employer. Immediately a report
comes to the Chief Protector that the station
in guestion has a native employee who is
running loose in Wiluna without food or
accommodation. The responsibility is on
the station, beeause it loaned the native
to the drover. Again, a contractor comes
along to a station and seecures a con-
tract for sinking a well or crecting a fence
or some other work of that kind. He may
have no labour, and therefore borrows
natives from the station. In the ¢ourse of
the work there is an argument, and finally
the department has trouble with the natives.
The department then says to the station
owner or manager, “This is your responsi-
bility.” Then there is snother argument.
The regulation is for the protection not only
of the native but also of the person respon-
sible for the property. In my opinion the
regulation is highly necessary, and I hope it
will be retained.

No reason is given for seeking the disal-
lowance of Regulation 72, which reads—

A native or natives engaged under a con-
tract to perform work or servieces, notwith-
standing that the relationship is not that of
master and servant, must be so engaged under
permit or permit and agreement.

I am advised that the object of Regulation
72 is merely to elarify the legal position.
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The Crown Law Department states that if
the regulation is not allowed to stand, there
may be a heap of trouble for the
employer. It applies to natives employed
under so-called contract. Not being a lawyer,
[ can give no further information beyond
the rcason stated by the department.

Regulation 73 is designed merely to sub-
stitute a simple contract for a complicated
contract. I could quote two or three cases
where a half-caste contract-drover has made
an agreement with a person in the Kim-
berley district, has brought cattle overland
to Wiluna, and finally has found that the
contract agreement was not worth twopence,
and therefore did not get a shilling out of
the contraet. If this regulation has the
foree of law, the Commissioner of Native
Affairs will be able to substilute a simple
and cffective form of contract.

Regulation 76 reads as follows—

In the event of a person who is not a
native seeking a permit to engage a native
or natives to perform work for him under
contraet, such permit may be refused unless
the applicant produces a written agreement
between the employer and the native or
natives concerned which contains an express
prohibition against the native contractor en-
gaging other natives for the purpose of the
contract, or an express condition that the
native contractor will not engage another
native or natives unless and until he has ob-
tained a permit to do so under Scetion 18 of
the Aect,

Icre likewise the Crown Law Department ad-
vises that the rvegulation iz highly necessary
for the protection of the employer. Again,
not being a legal praetitioner, I cannot give
any further advice, but have to aceept the
Crown Solicitor’s opinion that the regula-
tion is necessary for protection of employers.
The department hag aceordingly drafted this
regulation on the advice of the Crown Seli-
citor, and it should be retained.

Regulation 80, in respect of which the
member for Avon did give some reasons for
his objections, reads as follows—

On the refusal by a protector to grant any
permit, the name of the applicant, together
with the reason for the refusal, shall be sup-
plied to the Commissioner and to atl protec-
tors in the districts adjoining that in which
the applicant resides, and it shall be unlawful
for any protector thercafter to grant a per-
mit to such applicant without the aunthority
of the Commissioner.

The hon. member complained bitterly that
we proposed to advertise the fact that a
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particular person had been refused a per-
mit to employ a native. Let him compare
that with what happens regarding the pro-
hibited hst. If a man has been convieted
before the Police Court and his name has
been placed on the prohibited list, we do not
hesitate to plaster his name’n the bar doors
of every hotel. In this instance the person
concerned would not really be disadvantaged.
In faet, he would not be at such a dis-
advantage us the person convicted of alco-
holism, because his name would not be
plastered on hotel doors. All that would
happen would he that a eonfidentinl note
would be sent to all protectors coneerned
intimating that the permit of a certain in-
dividual to employ natives had been refused
or cancelled. IF the member for Aven were
a protector and T were to approach him re-
garding the employment of a native after
my permit had been cancelled, he would
simply tell me that he could not give me a
permit. Surely there is not mueh to com-
plain about in that! Officers of the depart-
ment should be notified when a permit has
been eancelled.

Regulation 81, respecting which the mem-
" bor for Avon did not give anv reason for
his ohjeetion, reads—

(n) Emplovers of native lahour must pru-
vide accommodation to the satisfaction of the
Commissioner for their native employees,
upon or within such distance of their own
premises as the Commissioner may recquire,
Where it is inconvenient to accommudate
natives mear the employer’s premises, and
other suitable arrangements can he made,
representztion may be made to the Commis-
sioner through the local protector for ap-
proval accordingly.

{b) In all eases hedding, and mosquito nets
and ground sheets as required, shall be pro-
vided to the satisfaction of the Commissioner.

(e} Suitable sanitary conveniences ghall he
provided where necessary or as requnired hy
the Commissioner.

(d) Every emplover of native labour shall,
if sa required, supply his native employees
with sunitable, suhatantial and sufficient food
and drinking and bathing water to the satis-
faction of the Commissioner. Succharine
shall not be substituted for sugar without the
consent of the Commissioner,

The reason for that regulation is that the
Commissioner of Native Affairs desires to
protect the health of natives, parficularly
against the ravages of malarial fever. Mom-
bers may think that the regulation emhodies
dreadful powers with which to vest the Com-
missioner, but in the interests of the natives
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themselves Lhose powers are necessary. Two
seasons ago an outbreak of malaria caused
the death of a hundred natives in the Kim-
berley district alone. Had those natives been
provided swith mosquito nets, I would not
exaggerate if 1 said that half of them wounid
not have died. They can prolect themselves
to a eertain extent with smoke fires and other
methods, but only mosquito nets can afford
them adequate protection. When asleep, z
native takes & lot 2 waking, and a swarm of
mosquitos wounld quickly inoculate him with
the malarial fever germ. Alembers should
give consideration to that aspect before
voting against the regulation, The Prineipal
Medieal Officer ean prove by means of a
map how the mosquitoes travelled along the
vatious rivers, and at the stations along the
vonte the deaths ocenrred of the natives, as
I have indicated.

Regulation 85 reads—

The Commissioner may direet that the
wages or part of the wages of any native shall
be paid to him in trnst for sueh native, in
any mauner he may think fit, and the wages
thall be paid by the employer accordingly.
This particular regulation has proved highly
controversinl. T have had much advice and
many letters indieating that T should with-
draw it. The reason for the regulation is the
proteetion of the taxpayers, and its provi-
sions will not he insisted npon except in
special instanees. The officers of the Depart-
ment of Native Affairs have had a long ex-
perience with half-caste girls and boys whe
have heen place? in employment. The
half-easte has little sense of responsibility
where money is concerned. He or she may
have a position in which the wages are 10s.
or £1 a week, and it can be guaranteed that
when the employment terminates, the native
will he stoney-broke and will have to apply
to the department for sustenance and pro-
tection. While the nafives are in work,
should not portion of their wages be collected
and be cared for on their behalf?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What if a legacy
is left to a native?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I do not think there is any need
to worry ahout legacies. Should there be
any they will be retained in the hands of
the Commissioner of Native Affairs until the
natives concerned reach the age of 21 years,
at which stage those concerned may consult
lawyers and, if pecessary, take action to
secure recovery of the money. There is no-
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thing wrong with that position. In many
instances natives have paid their money into
the department, which has looked after and
educated their children. When those young
people are old enough to go to work, surely
the taxpayer is entitled to some protection
by ensuring that the natives, while at work,
will not squander their money, and then
when they lose their employment have to re-
turn to the department for protection.
Mrs. Cardell-Oliver:  White people do

that.
The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: I agree with the hon. member’s

statement, but white people do mot adopt
that attitnde to the same extent as natives.
The next to which the member for Avon
took exception is Regulation 88. which
reads—

Whenever required by the Commissioner, an

cmployer to whom a native is being sent as
employec shall pay in advanee all costs of the
employee’s eonveyance from an institution or
any place within a radius of 20 miles of the
General Post Office, Perth, to the place of
residence of the employer or where the native
is required to work.
I am rather surprised that the hon. member
should take exception to that regulation. He
supports the poliey of permitting private
labour hurcaus to operate. He agrees that
if such a bureaun obtains a position for an
individual, the employer shall not only be
asked to pay the fare of the employee, but
he is willing that the private labour bureau
shall demand, by way of return, the
payment of half the man’s wages for
the first week. On the other hand,
because a native is coneerned, he objeets to
the employer being required to pay the cost
of the employee’s convevance to wherever
he is to work, Surely there is no need for
me to stress my opposition to the hon. mem-
her’s attitude regarding that regmlation.
Surcly no member will contend that the de-
partment that has protected the interests of
the natives should bear the expense of send-
ing the native to work! I disagree with such
a burden being placed upon the general tax-
payer.

Mr. Walts: If you did not collect s0 much
as 75 per cert. of the man’s wages, we
would not mind.

The MINISTER FOR THE XNORTH-
WEST: We have not collected 75 per cent.
The hon. member says that where the em-
ployer is eoncerned we must not touch him
or ask him to pay the fare for his native
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cemployee, bnt when a white man secures a
job through a private labour burean, the em-
ployer can be asked to pay the fare and the
bureau allowed to claim half the wages paid
to the employee during his first week. Mem-
bers should be fair and consistent, If they
are prepared to allow such conditions to
apply in private employment, they should
at least have some regard for the interesis
of the taxpayers, in this instance represented
by the Department of Native Affairs.

The next to which the hon. member ob-
jected was Regulation 94, which is conse-
quential upon other regulations. It reads—

In the event of wages payable to an em-
ployee being payable in part direct to the
employee and in part to the Commissioner in
trust for such employee, the employee shall,
whenever . required by the Commissioner so to
do, provide a pocket money book in which shall
he entered the amount of wages payable direct
to the employee weekly, and wherein the re-
ceipt of sueh wapes shall be acknowledged in
writing by the employee, and a note of uny
legitimate deduction made by the employer
shall be made,

The regulation is designed to protect both
the employee und the employer. As I have
already said, natives are not always respon-
sible where money is eoncerned. The de-
partment has had many complaints laid
against employers by natives, who have said
that they did not receive their money,
or, if they did, could not state the
amount. This system will protect the
employer from employees who make
misstatements; it will also save the depart-
ment much trouble in inguiry into cases
where the whole truth has not been told.

Regulation 99 is another regulation in
respeet of which the hon, member did not
state the reasons for his objection. It
reads—

An employer shall not sell to or purchase
for any ward any land, building, livestock,
bicvele, vehicle or musical instrunient at a
cost exceeding £1 without the consent of the
Commissioner, For the purposes of this regu-
lation musical instrument shall include gramo-
phone or radio sct.

Members will note that the regulation refers
to a ward of the State. Even if it applied
to natives, we onght to agree to it so as to
protect the native from himself. A native
may he influenced into buying a musical in-
strument costing £50 or £60. Nothing would
suit a native better than to obtain a piano-
accordeon, which no doubt he would be able
to play well. These .instruments cost £40
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or £50. If an employer were allowed to
purchase one for a half-caste, the latter
would be working for many vyears before
paying off the amount. Natives should
not be allowed to purchase these in-
struments without the consent of some
persoen in authority. It may be that
the Commissioner would Lknow after
having made inquiries that a native
eould afford to purchase such an instrument.
Nevertheless, natives should be protected
and therefore I hope the regulation will be
allowed to stand. The department has had
much experience of these cases and can
quote instances of half-castes, or natives,
as they are termed under the Aet, not
having been given a fair deal

Regulation 106 was the next objected to.
This is merely a machinery regulation deal-
ing with tribal marriages. Tribal marriages
ave illegal. The regulation gives the Com-
missioner power to deal with such cases.
Regulation 106 {I} empowers the Commis-
sioner to refuse acceptance of money as n
contribution to the medical fund. He
should have that right. I know of several
eases of employers who have refused to con-
tribute to the medical fund, but who, after
a native has met with an acecident, or two
or three natives have fallen ill, have rushed
in to pay the contributions. It is like an
employer who has not insured his workers
rushing to an insuvance company after
an employee has lost a leg.

Mr. Watts: Thiz regulation applies only
to the moneys paid with the permit.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: No.

Mr. Watts: That is what the regulation
says,

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: There are some employers whom no
insurance companies would insure. Probably
some insurance companies would refuse to
insure my motor car. If private companies
have the right to vefuse business in that
way, surely no objection should be raised to
empowering the Commissioner to refuse con-
tributions to the medieal fund in cerfain
cases. e is unlikely to refuse contribu-
tions unless he has particularly good reasons
for doing so. I hope hon. members will not
oppose this regulation.

No reason was given for objecting to
Regalation 108, which reads—

A proteetor may cause any deserted or
abandened native dwelling which is situated
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on Crown land or a reserve to be pulled down
and destroyed. If a protector finds that a
native’s dwelling, which is erected on Crown
Iand or any reserve, requires repairing he
may order the ocecupier to repair it, and if
such occupier shall wilfully negleet or refuse
after reasonable time to do so he shall be
guilty of a breach of these regulations and
may be proceeded against accordingly.

For the benefit of members, I may explain
that therc has been mueh argument over
the destruction of a house in the Broome
distriet. It had been oecupied by a mother
and two daughters for many years. These
natives werc then sent to the leprosarium.
The Commissioner of Native Affairs ought
to have power to destroy such a dwelling;
as a matter of fact, I felt tempted to put
an axe to it myself. That is not an iso-
lated instance,  Shacks—termed honses—
that have been occupied by natives saffer-
ing from contagious diseases ought to be
destroyed; the Commissioner should have
power to destroy them. They are only
carriers of disease and are unfit for oceu-
pation. Cases have oceurred in the
southern areas where the department has
supplied iron, hessian and other material
to repair natives’ eamps on reserves, but
the natives have been too lazy to do the
work, In such cases, the department should
have power to deal with them. It is on
vecord that some half-castes in the South-
West were supplied with material by the
department, but were too lazy to repair
their dwellings,

Regulation 142 reads—

A certifiente of cxemption will unot be

issued to a native living in conjugal relation-
ship with another native of the opposite sex
to whom such native is not legally married.
I do nol think such a native ought to he
classed as a responsible citizen.  Certifi-
cates of exemption are only issued te na-
tives living under European conditions and
trying to improve their status in life. Such
persons ought to be classed as responsible
citizens.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Will you do the
same with the whites? ’

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: Two wrongs do not make a right.
I am not controlling whites. TIf I were, I
would prohably introduce severer regu-
lations,

Mr. Watts: You had better get-to work on
them at the same time as on the natives.



[26 Ocroser, 1930.]

The MINISTER FOR THE XORTH-
WEST: Regnlation 134 has to do with the
positien of exempted married half-castes
who soparate. It provides that in the event
of such a separation, either of the parties
can retain the exemption granted. That is
to say, the exempiion can be renewed or
cancelled, as may be thought fit. I do not
think there is any reasen to take strong
exception to that. Both parties should not
e penalised because there has been a dis-
agreement or a divorce or separation, In
sieh civenmstances it is unlikely that both
parties will be in the wrong and therefore
the exemption of hoth should not be can-
celled. Two people should not be penalised
for the sins of one,

That is all T have to say. I am sorry fo
have taken up so mueh of the time of the
House, but I wanted to explain fully the
reasons the regulations are desired. I hope
I have convinced members of their neces-
sity. T have convinced myself or 1 would
not have introduced them. I gave a lot of
consideration to the regulations. I read the
speeches of members in ‘*Hansard’ and
noted their objections. Wherever it was
possible to re-word the regulations to con-
form to the wishes of members who had
opposed them, they were re-worded. There
can be no harm in giving the regulations a
trial and I hope therefore that they will
be allowed to stand.

On motion by Mr. \WW. Hegney, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 1043 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at +.30
p.am., and read prayers,

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT,

Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from
the Auditor General a copy of his report on
the Treasurer’s statements of the Publie Ae-
counts for the finaneial year ended the 30th
June, 1839. It will be laid on the Table of
the House.

QUESTION—BULEK HANDLING.
Additional Bin Facilities.

Mr. STUBBS asked the Minister for Ag-
riculture: In view of the Minister’s an-
nouncement in the Press that bins are to be
constructed at Bonnie Rock, Wialki and
Beacon for this season’s wheat, for what
reason did he refuse similar facilities in the
Lakes Country, Beenong and Quender?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: It is the responzibility of Co-op-
erative Bulk Handling, Ltd., to instal bulk
facilities. The Government has not the re-
sponsibility of installing such facilities, nor
has it refused to instal them as the hon.
member suggests. Bonnie Rock, Wialki and
Beacon are three times as far away
from existing bulk handling facilities as
Beenong and Quender and have the neces-
sary weighbridges., There are not weigh-
hridges at Beenong and Quender and there
is not suitable weighbridge equipment avail-
able in Australia. Weighbridges and ele-
vators are two essential parts of bulk hand-
ling facilities which at present are unob-
tainable.



